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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE publication of the Second Part of this 
Correſpondence is poſtponed. It * conſiſt of 
the following Papers: 6 


1. Heads of a Bill, or * for amending 1 5 
Repreſentation. 


2. Letter from the Right Honourable William 
© Pitt to the Rev. C. Wyvill, incloſing 2 
Sketch of a Preamble to the Bill. 


3: The Sketch of a Preamble to the Bill. 


4. Corrected Clauſes by the Rev. C. Wyrvill, 
5. Ditto. | 


6. Ditto. 
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The PREFACE. 


TT is unuſual for an Author to explain his 
Title-page; yet thus to deviate from the 
common practice may ſometimes be proper 
or neceſſary; and it can hardly be more 


ſo for any other reaſon, than a deſire to re- 


move the doubts and difficulties, which may 
have occurred to many; becauſe they have 
occurred to Friends, of whoſe good- will the 
Author is certain, and for whoſe judgment 
he feels much reſpect. 

It has been ſuggeſted, that the Title of 
this Piece announces a Defence of the Re- 
formers of England, in terms of ſuch wide 
generality, that even a vindication of Mr. 


Payne's projects may be expected to be in- 


cluded in the deſign. If any perſon has ſeri- 
ouſly formed this expectation, he will be com- 


pletely diſappointed; but he cannot juſtly 
complain that the Title- page has miſled him: 


It is evidently improper to ſuppoſe that the 


comprehenſion of Mr. Payne among the 
Reformers of the Conſtitution of England ; 


was there intended; his avowed purpoſe 1s, 
a Not 
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not to reform or amend the Syſtem of our 
Government, but to overturn and deſtroy 
it. And, perhaps, it is not arrogating 
too Oh to the Aſſociators, by whom a 
Reformation of Parliament was firſt pro- 
poſed, about twelve years ago, and whoſe 
principles, with great improvements, were 
digeſted into a practical plan, and offered 
to Parliament by Mr. Pitt, in the year 1785, 
to diſtinguiſh them as Men, eminently de- 
ſerving the appellation of The Warmen 
of England.” 

It has been ſuggeſted alſo, that the Au- 
thor ought not to have been deſcribed as 
Chairman of the late Committee of Aſſocia- 
tion of the County of York ; becauſe the 
intimation, that the Committee is conſider- 
ed as not now exiſting, may prevent the re- 
aſſembly of that Body hereafter, when cir- 
cumſtances may have rendered that mea- 
ſure very deſirable; and it may be con- 
tirbed as equivalent to a declaration that 
the Aſſociation itſelf is alſo diſſolved, and 
that the laudable meaſures for reſtoring 
Parliament to its ancient purity, which the 
' Yorkſhire Freeholders aſſociated to effect, 
have been abandoned in deſpair. This is 
a grave and a weighty objection; it has 
42 2 | been 
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been fairly ſtated ; and it ſhall be expli-- 
. citly anſwered. 
The Author VIPER: then, that he does 

not conſider himſelf freed from the engage- 
ment he voluntarily entered into, * he 
ſigned the Aſſociation of the County of. 
York; that engagement he deems an irre- 
vocable act, which will bind him to the end 
of his life, unleſs the objects ſhall be ſooner 
obtained for which that meaſure was con- 
certed. In theſe ſentiments, he beheves that 
the aſſociated Freeholders of Yorkſhire are 
generally agreed; though he 13 aware, that 
a few exceptions there poſſibly may be.— 
But the permanent nature of the Aſſocia- 
tion would not juſtify the aſſumption of 
any permanent power by the. Committee. 
The Committee was a deputed, not as its 
enemies in vain endeavoured to repreſent 
it, a ſelf- created Body. It was originally 
appointed by a General Meeting of the 
County of York, in the year 1779; and it 
was re- appointed by ſeveral ſubſequenz 


County Meetings for certain purpoſes, and * 


with certain powers, ſpecified at the time i 
of appointment: In conformity with the 
truſt thus veſted in chem, and in ſtrict ad- 


herence to the principles of Repreſentation, 
a2 ; the 
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the Gentlemen of the Yorkſhire Committee 


. exerted vigorous efforts for a period of more 


than five years, to effect a moderate but ſub- 


ſtantial Reformation of Parliament; and 
twice, in the courſe of that time, they re- 
ported their Proceedings totheir Conſtituents, 


in full Meetings of the County of York, and 
received their approbation of their conduct. 


After that period, when the meaſures 


' which they had laboured with ſo much 
_ zeal to recommend to their Countrymen, 


for want of general ſupport by the People, 
were defeated in Parliament by the joint 
influence of the Ariſtocracy, it would have 


been diſadvantageous to the cauſeof Liberty 


to have wearied the friends of political Re- 
formation with hopeleſs exertions. It was 


evident that the nation, at that time, was 
not ripe for Reformation; and the repetition 
of unſupported 3 by the County of 
Vork would but have tended, by giving 
their patriotic efforts an appearance of ri- 
diculous obſtinacy, to diſcredit at once the 
County, and the Cauſe which it had ſo well 
ſupported. 

For theſe reaſons it has been undlerſiodcl 
that no Meeting of the Committee has been 
held ſince the rejection of Mr. Pitt's motion 

in 
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in Parliament, in the year 1785, to amend 
the Repreſentation of Parliament; and it 
was prudent thus to diſcontinue their ex- 
ertions, till, from the more general concur- 

rence of their fellow- citizens, their activity 
was likely to ſucceed. But after having 
ceaſed for ſeven years to exerciſe their 
powers as a Deputed Body, the Committee 
ſurely could not, with propriety, reſume 
their operations, without freſh authority 
from the County of York. It would be 
ſtrange indeed, if the juſt principles of 
Repreſentation were violated by the /very 
Perſons whom it behoves to adhere to 
them with the moſt ſcrupulous exact. 
neſs ; whoſe conſtant complaint it has been 

that thoſe principles have not been duly 
regarded, either in the formation or in the 
conduct of the Legiſlature. It may be 
confidently aſſerted, that the Gentlemen 
who compoſed the Committee of Yorkſhire 
will never act in a manner unbecoming 
their Conſtitutional principles, that they 
will wait in ſilent expectation till the 
altered ſentiments of their fellow- citizens 
ſhall have rendered it expedient, in the 
opinion of the County of York, to renew 
the ſtruggle to deſtroy. the Syitem of Par- 
liamentary 
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hamentary Corruption. Then, and not 
before, the activity of the former Com- 
mittee, (if the County ſhall think fit to 
repoſe that truſt in them again,) may be 
recommenced with propriety, and with a 
much better proſpect of ſucceſs than from 
a different conduct could be expected. 
In theſe ſentiments the Author hopes that 
he has the general concurrence of the Gentle- 
men of the Committee with whom he had 
the | honour to act; and whoſe long-expe- 
rienced candour, and confidence in the 
uprightneſs of his intentions, he never can 
think of without a mixed ſenſation of pride 
and gratitude, With that diſintereſted band 
of Patriots he will be moſt ready to co-oper- 


ate again whenever the proper ſeaſon for re- 


newing their enterpriſe ſhall have arrived; 
and their Conſtituents ſhall have re- ap- 
pointed them a Committee for the attain» 
ment of the ſame laudable and neceſſary 
Reformation which they before propoſed, by 
the ſame peaceful and legal means which 
they before employed; and he truſts that 
their ardour to reſume this honourable pur- 


ſuit is alſo undiminiſhed that they behold 


with pleaſure the increaſing zeal of their 
countrymen in the cauſe of Reformation 
and 
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and the nearer approach of that Sree 
moment, when, with the approbation and 
renewed authority of the County of York, 
and with a more deciſive concurrence of 
the real friends of the Conſtitution in other 
parts of the kingdom, their efforts may be 
ſucceſsfully exerted to obtain a juſt redreſs 
of their Conſtitutional Grievances, 

The reader ſhall now be detained only 
till he is appriſed, that the invitation of 
Dr. Price by the Congreſs of America, in 
the year 1780, to go over to aſſiſt in the 
regulation of their finances; and his con- 
currence in ſentiment with the General 
Body of Diſſenters, when in the year 1784 
they ſtrenuouſly oppoſed Mr. Fox's Eaſt- 
India Bill, are facts aſſerted in the Defence 
on the authority of Mr. William Morgan, 
Dr. Price's nephew, by whom the informa- 
ton was obligingly communicated, through 
friends connected with that Gentleman and 
the Author. 


York, 
April 9, 1792. 
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In the PRESS, and in a few months Sth pac 
By the Rev. CrurtsToPnerR WVVILL, 
A Collection of Political Papers, 
IN THREE FOLUMES, Oro, 


Chiefly reſpecting the late ArrEurr by the 
CounTy of Yorx, and other ASSOCIATED 
Bovitxs, to eſſect a RRrroRMATloN of the 


 PaxLtiamenT of GrEaT-BeITAIN. 


Paper J. 


The ſubſtance of Mz Wrv1ilL's converſation 
with Mx Prrr, on the 5th of May, 1783; 

_ communicated to the Committee of Aﬀociation 
of the County of York, at their Meeting, on the 


1/t of Oct. 1783,* 


FTER Mr Pitt had informed me what his 

motions on the 7th of May would be, 1 
told him, I much approved the Propoſition for 
preventing Bribery and Expence at Elections, 
and that for puniſhing Boroughs with disfran- 
chiſement on the conviction of a majority of the 
EleQors having been guilty of corruption. Re- 
ſpecting the third Propoſition, for adding one 
hundred Members to the Counties and the Me- 
tropolis, I begged to know, whether it was his 
meaning that the propoſed augmentation of Mem- 
bers ſhould be made according to the proportion 
between England and Scotland, as eſtabliſhed at 
the Union; and whether it was his meaning that 
the Members ſhould be added in, equal numbers 


At this Meeting, the Committee paſſed Reſolutions, thank- 
ing Mr Pitt for his excellent propoſition to Parliament on the 
7th of May, 1783; and expreſſing their hopes of ſucceſs from 
bis virtuous perſeverance. TN 
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to the ſeveral Counties, or in a due proportion 
according to their reſpective population and im- 
portance.— Mr Pitt aſſured me that it was his 
idea, that the proportion agreed between England 
and Scotland at the Union ſhould be obſerved in 
the Diſtribution of the Members ; but that with 
regard to the other meaſure, viz. the mode of 
diſtribution to the ſeveral Counties, he was not 
determined, It was in his own opinion proper 
to make the augmentation in a due proportion 
to the importance of each County ; but ſeveral 
of his friends were inclined to make it, by fimply 
adding one or two to each County, without an 

regard to population or fize. He ſeemed to wiſh 
for my opinion; I therefore told him, I was glad 
to find his own Judgment led him to make the 


© propoſed addition in due proportion, and earneſt. 


ly preſſed him to abide by it.— The Nation felt 
the inconvenience ariſing from the want of fore- 
fight in our. forefathers, from whoſe inatten- 
tion to eſtabliſh and maintain due proportion 
in the Houſe of Commons, the preſent complaints 
of the People arole. That it behoved us there- 
fore to pay greater attention to Theory than they 
had done; and to make the diſtribution with a 
regard to the importance of the Counties. There 
might be local reaſons, reſpecting the Land- tax, 
why the Members of ſome parts of England, 


| Bedfordſhire for inſtance, might wiſh the ad- 


dition ſhould be made equally to each County, 
without regard to its ſize, &c. ; but ſince what 
would gain thoſe Members, for oppoſite local rea- 
ſons, would diſguſt the Members of other parts 
af the kingdom, there was no advantage R. to 
| | reſalt 


S = 
tefult from it, in favour of the Plan, which could 


render it neceſſary or politic to ſacrifice Theory 


to greater Practicability. But what ſtruck me 
molt forcibly, as an objection to adding an equal 
number of Members to the ſmall as well as the 
great Counties, was this, in the ſmall Counties 
the intereſt of powerful families is found moſt 
revalent, in the large Counties the Democracy 
s uſually the greateſt weight; therefore, adding 
to the large Counties a proportionably large 
number of Members, would ſtrengthen the De- 


mocracy; whereas, adding as many to the ſmall 


Counties as to the large, would in a much great- 
er degree ſtrengthen the Ariſtocracy, who are al- 
ready too powerful in this Country, and the Peo- 
ple too little ſo. In my opinion, therefore, the 


merit of the meaſure of adding more County 
members, depends greatly on its being done in 


due proportion.— This obſervation had the effect 
I defired with Mr Pitt; and he determined to de- 
clare his opinion in the Houſe, on the 7th of 
May, that the augmentation ſhould be made in 
due proportion. I then ventured to ſuggeſt to Mr 
Pitt, that as there were ſeveral great unrepreſent- 
ed Towns, it ſtruck me, that when any corrupt 
Borough, in conſequence of his intended Regu- 
lation, was disfranchiſed, inſtead of ſinking the 
number of the Houſe of Commons, it might not 
be improper to transfer the Election Franchiſe to 
thoſe Towns; eſpecially, as otherwiſe the propor- 
tion between England and Scotland, which he 
wiſhed to have maintained, muſt probably be ve- 
ry ſoon broken through to a conſiderable degree. 
But as Mr Pitt wiſhed to obviate objections to in- 
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creaſing the number of Members, by providing 
means for their gradual decreaſe again, what I 
obſerved on this head did not meet his ideas. I 
alſo hinted, that his plan would be better recei- 
ved in the Capital, if in the courſe of his Speech 
he took occaſion to mention, that the addition to 
the apital would chiefly go to the unrepreſented 
Inhabitants of Marybone, Pancras, Tower Ham- 


lets, &c. But though he ſeemed to concur in 


ſentiment, he did not chuſe to touch upon the 
caſe of unrepreſented Perſons, but ta keep the 
ſubje& as clear as poſſible in the outſet of any + 
matte: that couid give offence. He ſeemed per- 
fectly aware of the apprehenſions entertained 
concerning the Duke of Richmond's Plan, and 
reſolved to avoid any thing that might bear the 
moſt diſtant conſtruction of having a tendency 
that way.—l then told Mr Pitt how much I ap- 
proved his whole Plan, as now explained, and 
my opinion, that it would be generally approved 
in Yorkſhire, as being full as much as they had 
any reaſon to expect he would propoſe to Parlia- 
ment. The Regulation reſpecting the Disfran- 
chiſement of corrupt Boroughs appeared to me 
particularly happy. And I thought, if his three 
propoſitions were carried into effect, and the Sep- 
tennial Bill was repealed, the objects of the York. 
{hire Aſſociation would be attained, and the 
County would probably determine to diſſolve the 
Committee. 4 | 

I was happy to find Mr Pitt was impreſſed 


with ſentiments of great reſpect for the cha- 


racter and conduct of the Yorkſhire Gentlemen, 
| C. WYVILL. 
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Paper II. 


LeTTER from the Rev. C. WVVIIIL to the Right 
Honourable WiLLIam PITT. 


| KNIiGHTSBRIDGE, May 23d, 1783» 
ga, 
HEN you did me the honour, on the 5th 
inſtant, to explain your views in framing 
the three propoſitions which were ſubmitted to 
the conſideration of Parliament on the 7th inſt. 
I had no heſitation to declare my hearty appro- 
bation of your Plan. In my apprehenſion, thoſe 
propoſitions were judiciouſly adapted to the pre- 
ſent {tate of Public Opinion, and were calculated 
to procute the beſt and moſt extenſive Reforma- 
tion of Parliament, which could then be propoſed 
with any probability of ſucceſs, or on any ſuffi- 
cient ground of popular Declaration. If Parlia- 
ment had conſented to add one hundred Mem- 
bers to the Counties and the Metropolis, and to 
eſtabliſh Regulations for the prevention of Bribe- 
ry and Expence at Elections, and for the Dis- 
franchiſement of Boroughs guilty of groſs and 
general Corruption, by thoſe Improvements of 
the Conſtitution, and the Repeal of the Septennial 
Bill, the objects of the Aſſociation of the County 
of York would have been completely attained, 
and in ſome reſpects exceeded. The admiſſion of 
Copyholders to the Right of Election, the abolition 
of fictitious Votes in Scotland, and the Correc- 
| A 3 tion 
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tion of inferior, Tocal, abuſes of Election, might 


be expected to follow that Renovation of the 


Conſtitution, vithout any farther interpoſition of 
the People, by their Committees. And if the 
means thus provided for checking groſs Corrup- 


tion ſhould hereafter be found inadequate to that 
purpoſe, and the decayed and venal Boroughs 


ſhould ſtill endanger the Liberty of the Nation, 
it is evident, that after every milder method of 
correction had failed to ſecure the freedom and 
independence of Parliament, the AMPUTATION 
of thoſe Boroughs, by an Act of the Legiſlature, 
on due application from the People, would be 
2 meaſure perfectly unexceptionable, and alſo 
practicable with much greater facility than it can 
be thought at preſent. On theſe grounds I ven- 
tured to declare to you my firm perſuaſion that, 
if your Propoſitions ſhould be adopted by Parlia- 
ment, and the Septennial Bill ſhould be repealed, 
that Parliamentary Reformation would be ſatis- 


factory to the County of York, and the Commit- 


tee would probably be diſſolved at the next Ge- 


neral Meeting of the County. As far as I could 


form a judgment of the diſpoſition of fo large a 
Body of Men, this appeared to me moſt confiſt- 
ent with their uſual candour and moderation ; 
and I am happy to aflure you, Sir, from ſubſe- 
quent correſpondence, I am ſatisfied, I did not 
materially miſrepreſent their ſentiments. 

But I truſt the opinion {lated to you, what in 
that caſe probably would be their conduct, was 
ſufficiently underſtood: to bear an immediate re- 
ference to the actual circumſtances of the county, 
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at that time only. Parliament, by rejecting your 


Plan, has in effect refuſed any redreſs of that na- 
tional grievance, the groſs inequality of the Re- 
preſentation of the People, of which the County 
of York, and many other great and important 
Diſtricts, had complained. The reſuſal loudly 
calls upon thoſe Bodies to reiterate their applica- 
tion to Parliament, and to preſs with increaſing 
vigour for a due correction of that alarming 
abuſe. If, therefore, in the courſe of this una- 


voidable ſtruggle, the Yorkſhire Gentlemen ſhall 


be ſupported by a more general concurrence of 
their fellow-citizens; and terms of greater advan- 
tage to the Conſtitution, than thoſe which Parlia» 
ment has ſo recently rejected, ſhall appear to be at- 
tainable by regular and legal means, in juſtice to 
themſelves, in juſtice to the Public, and to Poſte- 
rity, they will not ſtop ſhort at inferior Improve- 
ments. But the County of York, far from wiſh- 
ing to puſh the Reformation of Parliament to an 


indefinite extent, has guarded againſt the poſſi- 


bility of that exceſs, by its Relolutions on the 
19th of December, 1782. There the County has 
drawn a line, beyond which, in my conception, 
it ſtands pledged not to proceed; but within 
thoſe limits it certainly may be expected to exert 
{ſtrenuous efforts to obtain the beſt poſſible ſecu- 
rity for the Rights and Liberty of the Nation. _ 
Feeling, as they do, the utmoſt gratitude for 
your generous, though hitherto unſucceſsful, en- 
deavours to RESTORE 1HE Cons8TITOT1ON, Iam 
perſuaded the Yorkſhire Gentlemen will, with 
perfect confidence, rely on your zeal to promote 
| A 4 the 
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the moſt effectual Reformation of Parliament 
which, in any future ſituation of the Country, 
may be found practicable. 

I have the honour to be, 

With high reſpect, Sir, 
VLVour moſt obedient ſervant, 
C. WYVILL 
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P aper | III. 


The . Subſtance of Mr WVVILLI's Converſation 
with the Right Hon. W. Piri, February 1 5th, 
1784. ; communicated to the Yorkſhire Gentle- 
men alluded tu in it. 5 


Told Mr Pitt that I wiſhed for an opportunity 
to inform him what was paſling in Yorkſhire, 

on the ſubject of an Addreſs to the Throne: that 
a Requiſition to the Sheriff, for a County, Meet- 
ing to be called for that purpoſe, had been 
ſigned about ten days ago by a few Gentlemen 
in the Weſt-Riding ; that their number was now 
increaſed to fifty- four; and as it ſeemed agree- 
able to the ſenſe of that part of the County, that 
there was little doubt the meaſure would take 
place. I mentioned my own general approbation 
of it; but that I thought there might be ſome 
danger from running precipitately into an Ad- 
| : dreſs 
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dreſs on the ſubject of Prerogative; there miglit 
be future inconvenience from it; and, therefore, 
in concurrence with other Gentlemen, I wiſhed 
the queſtion there to be, an Addreſs for the Diſ- 
ſolution of Parliament. On this ſubject Mr Pitt 
expreſſed ſome difficulties; declared his inten- 
tion, however, not to agree to any conciliation 
with the better part of his opponents, unleſs the 
India Bill, as calculated to eſtabliſh a new Exe- 
cutive Power, was given up; and alſo ſuch other 
meaſures as had a fimilar tendency; but thought 
it now plain, that let Government change hands 
as it might, thoſe dangerous meaſures muſt be 
defeated. On this, I told Mr Pitt how much I 
had rejoiced at the part he had taken in oppoſing 
the India Bill, and that I had no doubt the 
public would ſupport him in requiring that 
meaſure to be given up: that as to the difficulties 
attending a Diflolation of Parliament, I was 
aware of them ; but if the ſupplies were ſtopt, if 
the annual Mutiny Bill was rejected, if public 
buſineſs was {till obſtructed, in that caſe a Diſſo- 
lution of Parliament ſeemed to be perfectly juſti- 

fiable,* as the only conſtitutional meaſure by 
which Government could be ſupported; that the 
Meeting of the County of York would probably 
not take place for three weeks, in order to give 
time for theſe matters to be aſcertained. If 
Union on the ground ſpecified by Mr Pitt was 


*The idea here ſuggeſted was adopted by the Meeting ot 
the County of York on the 25th of March, 1784 ; in whoſe 
Petition it may be found expanded, and at large infifted on, at 
the 327th page of the ad volume of Political Papers. 
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at all attainable, it probably would be attained 
within that time; and the Supplies, the Mutiny 
Bill, &c. would be decided. | 

On the ſubje& of Union, Mr Pitt agreed it 
muſt take place ſoon, or not at all; conſidering 
the manner in which he had been treated, it 
could not be ſuppoſed that Union could be par- 
ticularly pleaſant to him ; but that for the Public 
Good he thought it would be right to agree to 
it, on the terms already mentioned : that Lord 
North was now out of the queſtion, and therefore 
a Union with the better part of the Oppofition 
was what he had ſome hope of, though he could 
not be very ſanguine in his expectations of it. 

: C. WYVILL. 


* ** 
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Paper IV. 


Letter from the Rev. C. WVVII IL, to the Right. 
; | Honourable WILLIAM PITT. | 


Yorr Tavern, April 3, 1784. 
X Sir, | 


Received laſt night the honour of your Letter 
from Mr Wilberforce, juſt after the Nomina- 
tion Meeting had been cloſed by the Sheriff's 
declaration of a very confiderable majority of 
bands in favour of Mr Duncombe and Mr Wil- 
| berforce. I was aware, from the beginning of 
| | this 


„ 
this buſineſs, that great prejudices againſt the Aſ- 


ſociation ſubſiſted in the minds of many Gentle- 
men here, who are Friends to your Adminiſtra- 
tion; and, on my own part, have found it ex- 
tremely difficult to avoid rouſing thoſe perſonal 
reſentments againſt myſelf, which my former 
conduct had excited, and my preſent had not 
extinguiſhed. It was not poſſible to avoid a pub- 
lic diſcuſſion of the topic of the Aſſociation, not 
indeed at the County Meeting, but, however, at 
a very large Meeting of our Confederate Friends 
on the evening of the 26th of March. The diſ- 
cuſſion ended in mutual ſatisfaction, and, I hope, 
a total diſmiſſion of the jealouſies which had 
been conceived, and which threatened a breach 
that muſt have rendered any attempt to diſplace 
Mr Foljambe totally impracticable. The next day 
(the 27th of March) it was reſolved to call the 
Meeting held yeſterday for the nomination of Can- 
didates; and the whole of the buſineſs ever ſince 
has been conducted with perfect cordiality, both 
in our private Meetings, and alſo at the Great 
Meeting of the County yeſterday. From the ge- 
neral attendance of the Freeholders, without ſoli- 
citation on our part, and the warmth with which 
the joint nomination of Meſſrs Duncombe and 
Wilberforce was ſupported by them, I have no 
doubt the ſenſe of the County is decidedly in our 
favour ; and though violent efforts will be made 
againſt our Friends, and the moſt compulſive 
means will be uſed to influence every perſon in 
any degree dependent on our adverſaries, yet 
final ſucceſs in the County Election, I think, 2 — 


1 #2 3 
be depended on. Lord John“ is in great danger 
of being thrown out of this City; and a report 


has juſt reached this place, that the Devonſhire 
Nomination at Knarefborough, by fome ſtrange 


: fortuitous concurrence of circumſtances, has been 


by 


defeated, and Sir John Coghill and Mr Bacon 
Frank have been returned for that place. How- 
ever, I think it probable there is ſome miſtake 


in this report.---Fhe Subſcription 4 for ſupport- 


ing the Election amounts to more than 20,0001. 


excluſive of what may have been ſubſcribed in 
London. 


I am, Sir, with moſt ſincere reſpect, 


Your faithful and obedient ſervant, 
C. WY'VILL. 


Lord Jehn Cave ndiſh, 

+ This Subſcription was intended to defray the unavoidable 
expence, as the Law now ſtands, of a conteſted Election for 
the County of York; an expence by far too great for the purſe 
of any candidate, however opulent. The magnitude of the le- 
gal expence at conteſted Elections for counties or great towns 
aggravates the evil conſequences of the defects in our Repre- 
ſentation, by dyabling the found parts of the Conſtituent Body 
duly to exerciſe their important Right of Election. It is a regu- 
lation of the firſt neceflity, that ſuch expence at conteſted Elec- 
tions be prevented, whether our Repreſentation be amended, or 
be ſuffered to remain in its preſent groſsly defective ſtate. | 

N. B. Mr Pitt's Letter to the Editor, dated March zoth, 
1784, to which the preceding Letter is an anſwer, is not pro- 
duced, becauſe the Letter and its Cover are both indorſed by 
Mr Pitt, “ Private.“ For a fimilar reaſon, Mr Pitt's anſwer 
to the preceding Letter, dated April 6, 1784, is ſuppreſſed. — 


For nearly the ſame reaſon, ſome of Sir G. Savile's Letters to 


the Editor were before deemed inadmiſſible, when he was form- 
ing the Collection of Political Papers lately publiſhed. F: 
It ſcems not improper here to ſlate, that not one of the other 
papers written by Mr Pitt, and contained in this publication, is 
indorſed by him, Prirate;““ as the two Letters are indorſed, 
which are ſuppreſſed. 
Paper V. 
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Paper V. 


Letter from the Rev. C. WvviLL 10 the Right 
Honourable WILLIAM P:iTT. 


NtzoOT's Horzl, Yan. 20, 1785. 
Dear Sir, 


HE Newſpapers abound with malevolent 
T paragraphs on the ſubject of your intention 
to ſupport the Reform of our Repreſentation, as 
a Miniſter ; * a ſpecimen of which I incloſe for 
your peruſal, together with my reply to it, and, 
alſo, my reply to other paragraphs of the ſame 
tendency, which have appeared in a different 

per. 
I do aſſure you, that I am perfectly ſatisſied e- 
very thing is rightly underſtood between us. 


If any of the Replies to the malevolent paragraphs, here al- 
luded to, had been preſerved, they would not have been with- 
held from the Reader. The Circular Letter, which the Editor 
addreſſed to the Friends of Political Reformation throughout 
Great Britain, announcing Mr Pitt's intention to ſupport their 
Cauſe, as a Miniſter and a Man, was written with Mr Pitt's con- 
ſent, at the Editor's requeſt, with a view to animate them, and 
obtain the general ſupport of the People, in County Meetings, 
&c.: And from Mr Pitt's compliance with this requeſt, as well 
as from other parts of his conduct, the fincerity of his attach» 
ment to the cauſe of Reformation, at this time, ſeems to be un- 
queſtionable. It is due to Mr Pitt to add, that when this Circu- 
lar Letter became, ſoon after the date of it, the ſubje& of ani- 
madverſion in Parliament, and was there treated by ſome as an 
unauthorized Letter, and conſidered by others as a Letter au- 
thentic indeed, but conceived in very exceptionable Terms, Mr 
Pitt did Mr Wyvill ample juſtice, declaring, that the Letter was 
written with his conſent ; and though not diQated by him, tru» 
ly and well expreſſed what he meant to have ſaid. 

| You 


| 


— — 


t 1 


You have placed in me a * Truſt of the greateſt 
conſequence ; and I am conſcious of having act- 
ed in 1t with fidelity, to the beſt of my Judgment. 
On the other hand, I have aQted thus, without 2 
ſingle ſcrap of paper, or written authority of any. 
kind. This is, I confeſs, a flender return for 
your confidence in me; but it was the beſt re- 
turn in my power.-l have only to add upon this 
ſubject, that I wiſh to have no written anſwer to 
this Note; I never wanted it before, nor do I 
now defire it. If I had it in my power to expreſs 
a more full reliance, I would. 

The other incloſed Papers are copies of my 
ear lieſt Letters, on the ſubje& of our converſa- 
tion, to Mr Maſon, Mr Tooker, and Mr Wilkin- 


ſon; that to Lord Effingham I have not yet ob- 


tained. 
Believe me ever, dear Sir, 
With the higheſt regard, 
Moſt faithfully your's, 
C. WYVILL. 


* The Truft here alluded to, was the authority verbal» 
iy given to Mr Wyvill by Mr Pitt, to communicate to the 
Friends of Reformation, as widely as poſſible, his intention to 
promote their Cauſe to the utmoſt extent of his power; and to 
invite their affiſtance by Petitions at General Mectings, &c. Co- 
pies of the moſt material Letters which had been written by the 
Editor, on this ſubject, were at this time ſeen and approved by 
Mr Pitt. 

The Paper, intitled, Heads of a Bill or Bills for amending 
the Repreſentation,” was intruſted with Mr Wyvill, probably, 
ſoon after this time; but of the day when it was delivered to 
him, he has found no mention. 

+ For a Copy of the Letter to Mr Wilkinfon, here alluded to, 
and for Copics of ſome other Letters on the ſame ſubject, ſee 
the Appendix. 
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Paper VI. 


Letter from the Right Honourable WiLL1aw 
PiTT 10 the Rev. . WrVvII I. 


Monday ¶ ſuppoſed to be Monday the 24th 
, of January, 1785. J 
My dear Sir, 


N reconſidering the ſubje& on which I had 
the pleaſure of converſing with you, I fee no 
reaſon to vary the opinion in which we then 
agreed as to the propriety of a Meeting.* | 
. Believe me, dear Sir, 
Faithfully and fincerely your's, 
W. PITT. 


The Meeting alluded to in this Letter was that Meeting of 
the County of York which was held on Thurſday the 10th of 
February, 1985, in order to give their utmoſt ſupport to Mr 
Pitt's intended Motion in Parliament, for effecting a Reform in 
the Repreſentation. The Circular Letter mentioned in the firſt 
note annexed to Paper V. had inclined the major part ef the 
Yorkſhire Committee to aſſemble the County for this purpoſe : 
ſome, however, of the moſt reſpectable Members of the Com- 
mittee, whoſe attachment to the cauſe of Reformation was 
undoubted, were averſe from the meaſure, fearing that the ap- 
pearance of diminiſhed zeal might injure the cauſe, if the pro- 
poſed Meeting ſhould be leſs numerouſly attended than fimilar 
Meetings had been attended before. From this Letter it may 
be collected, that after due deliberation, Mr Pitt gave the ſanc- 
tion of his decided approbation to the meaſure of a County 
Meeting. The Circular Letter had been agreed to, with a view 
to obtain, if poſſible, a Declaration from the Collective Body of 
the People in favour of the intended Reform. Under the cir- 
cumſtances which have been ſtated, Mr Pitt's perſeverance to 
act in purſuance of the plan laid down, affords another proof of 
his fincere attachment, at this time, to the cauſe of Reforma- 


tion. , | 
Paper VII. 
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Paper VII. 


LETTER from the Rev. C. WyvviLL 70 the Right 
Honourable WILLIAM PiTT. 


NeroT's HOTEL, Feb. a, 1785. 
Dear Sir, - | 


Beg leave for a moment, to interrupt you, 

juſt to fay, that on Saturday next, at an early 
hour, I ſhall ſet out for York; and to remind 
you, that ſome points of real importance, reſpect- 
ing the Yorkſhire Meeting, are yet unarranged. 
I have no doubt of our ſuperiority there ; but I 
believe you agree with me in thinking, it is very 
much the intereſt of the Common Cauſe to ren- 
der that ſuperiority as great and deciſive as poſ- 
fible. | 

| I am, dear Sir, 
With the higheſt reſpe& and regard, 
Your faithful humble ſervant, 
C. WYVILL. 


Paper VIII. 


EN 3; 
Paper VIII. 


Letter from the Right Honourable WILLIAM | 


PiTT to the Rev. C. WrviLL. 


| + Downine-srarzr, Feb. 6th, 1785. 
My dear Sir, 


I Have but one moment, of which, however, 1 
cannot omit making uſe, to return you many 
thanks for your * Two Letters, and to congra- 
tulate you on the ſucceſs which has ſo amply 
juſtified your expeQation. I truſt this happy ex- 

ample will have a powerful and general effect. 

| 1 am, with great truth and regard, 
Dear Sir, 5 | 
Your molt faithful and obedient 
W. PITT. 

* Copies of the two Letters here alluded to have not been 
preſerved. They probably contained a particular account of 
proceedings at a previous Meeting on the th of February, and 


at the General Meeting of the County of York on the ioth of 


February, 1785. On this occaſion, the expectations of general 
ſupport throughout the kingdom, formed by the Minifter and 
his Friends, were unfortunately diſappointed ; the laudable ex- 
ample of the County of York was not followed with vigour by 
the reſt of the nation ; few Petitions were preſented to 
Hament ; the zeal, tranſcendent abilities, and influence of Mr 

itt, were unable, without a ſtrong concutrence of the people, 
to check the habitual tendency of the ſyſtem; ill ſupported by 
them, his mild and prudent propoſal of Reformation neceſſarily 
fell to the ground, | | 


2 Toe IK, 


| 
| 
| 
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Paper IX. 


Letter from. the. Rev. C. WxvII I. 10 the Right 
Honourable WILLIAM PiTT, 


LN Nrkor's HoTEL, Feb. 23th, 185. 
; d Dear Sir, 
THEN I lately mentioned the money accu- 
mulated in the hands of the Governors 


1 of Queen Anne's Bounty, as a ſum that on cer- 
S | tain conditions might be juſtly applied to the 


4 ſervice of the State, you ſeemed to think the 
| ſubject deſerved farther, conſideration. The in- 


cloſed Propoſal * is the reſult of what has occur- 
| red to me; and, without pretending to any 
financial ſkill, I ſhall much rejoice, if you find it 
"= capable of being turned to any ſerviceable pur- 
1 . 5 6 
= 18 L am ever, with the greateſt regard, 
Dear Sir, | 
Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 
C. WYVILE. | 


* The Memorial at Page 19 contains this Propoſal, 
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Paper X. 


Msemor1ar reſpecting certain Sums of Money 
veſted in the Governors of Queen Anne's 
Bounty ; and the conditions on which the ſaid 
Sums ſeem juſtly applicable to the Public Ser- 


Vice. 


I is underſtood, that the Governors of Queen 
Anne's Bounty are poſſeſſed of one confiders 
able ſum of money veſted in their names, or in 
truſt to them, though appropriated to augment 
certain ſmall benefices .in England and Wales. 
For this ſum, intereſt not exceeding 2 per cent. 
is annually paid to the ſeveral incumbents of 
thoſe benefices, according to their reſpective ap- 
propriated ſhares. It is allo underſtood, that 
another large ſum is veſted in the ſaid Gover- 
nors, which is wholly unappropriated. The to- 
tal accumulation of theſe monies, appropriated 
and unappropriated, may be taken to amount to 
5oo, oool. "I 
The excuſe which is alledged for this accu- 
mulation is, the extreme difficulty of finding 
purchaſable Lands of the exact value wanted, 
and perfectly unexceptionable in title, and every 
other reſpect. As 2 per cent. has been the an- 
nual allowance of intereſt for ſuch ſums as have 
been allotted to certain poor benefiees, until 
eſtates could be purchaſed, and annexed' to each. 
benefice; and as few ſuch purchaſes have been” 
made even during the laſt ten years, i which 
the price of land bay, been uncommonly low, 
2 | 


2% J 


and conſequently the incumbents of ſuch poor 
benefices were intereſted in a more than uſual 
degree to find proper eſtates to be purchaſed 
with their reſpective allotments, the excuſe al- 
ledged feems-to be a fair and ſufficient exculpa- 
tion of the perſons concerned in this truſt. 

But the validity of their plea proves, that, un- 
der the preſent regulations, accumulation will 
be continued, and the relief of the poorer Cler- 
gy, the immediate purpoſe of this benevolent 
Donation, will be much retarded, or rather, in 
many inſtauces, will be entirely defeated. It 
appears, therefore, to be not only juſt and equi- 
table, but neceffary for the due accompliſhments 
of augmentation intended by Queen Anne, that 
Parliament ſhould interpoſe, to direct an appli- 
cation of the ſaid fund in ſome more ſpeedy and 
effectual mode, to that charitable purpoſe. 

This being admitted to be proper, it is pro- 
poſed, that Government ſhall apply to Parlia- 
ment for an Act, ordaining that the above- men- 
tioned accumulation of money, ſuppoſed to a- 
mount to 500,0001. ſhall be paid into the Ex- 
chequer at Midſummer next, on the conditions 
following; ro wit: 

1. That from the date of ſuch transfer to the 
State, the Public Faith ſhall be engaged to pay 
the intereſt to become due for all appropriated 
ſums as aforeſaid, part of the ſaid 500, oool. at 
the rate of 2 per cent. per ann. till Michaelmas 
next, and from Michaelmas, for ever, at the 
rate of 5 per cent. per ann. 

2. That returns of all the benefices in Eng- 
land and Wales, under 5ol. per ann. fhall be 

exhibited 
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L | 
exhibited to Parliament within twenty days after 


the commencement of the next Seſſion, in order 
that intereſt at the rate of'5 per cent. per ann. 


for the unappropriated ſum, being the refidue of 


the ſaid 500,0001. may be diſtributed in ſuch 
manner as Parliament ſhall appoint for the aug- 
mentation of the ſaid benefices. 


3. That the payment of Firſt-fruits and Tenths 


ſhall be continued for the farther augmentation 


of the ſaid benefices, in this mode, annually, un- 


til the income of every benefice ſhall have been 
augmented to 5ol. per ann. and no more. And 
when no benefice under gol. a year ſhall be left 
in England and Wales, the payment of Firſt- 


fruits and Tenths ſhall be then diſcontinued, and 


wholly extinguiſhed, | 

4. Laſtly, that a clauſe ſhall be added to every 
future Land-tax Act, directing the Receivers- 
General of the Land-tax in England and Wales, 


out of the monies collected by virtue of ſuch 


Act, by halt-yearly payments, and without fee 
or deduction whatſoever, to pay the ſums. thus 
appropriated by Parliament to the incumbents 
of the ſeveral augmented benefices within their 
reſpective diſtricts; or otherwiſe, to cauſe the 
ſaid ſums to be paid by ſuch Collectors of the 
Land-tax within their reſpective diſtricts, as may 
reſide neareſt to the place of reſidence of the 
ſaid incumbents.* FO 4 

| | C. WXVILL. 
Loxpox, Feb. 26th, 1785. 


3 Paper Xl. 


* If the appropriation of the ſum of money mentioned in this 
Memorial had taken place on the terms propoſed, the Stat® 


would 


— 


* 
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Paper XI. 


Note From the Right Honourable WiLLIam Pere 
to the Rev. C. WyviLL. 


R Pitt preſents his compliments to Mr 

Wyvill, and if he is diſengaged at nine 
on Friday morning,- would be much obliged ta 
him if he would take his Breakfaſt in Downing 
ſtreet, as Mr Pitt wiſhes much for the honour 
of ſeeing him * previous to Monday. 2 


DoWn1yG-STREET, Wedneſday, April 13th. 


would have been accommodated with the loan of it on eaſy iy» 
tereſt, and a great number of the inferior Clergymen of the 
Church of England, who are at once the moſt neceſſitous and 
the moſt laborious Members of that Body, would have received 
a comfortable addition to their lender incomes. If the ſum in 
queſtion be veſted entirely in the 3; per cent. Pund, it would 
have afforded an immediate increaſe of x51. a year to at leaſt 
one thouſand of the moſt indigent of our parochial Prieſts: It 
would have afforded more if veſted in the other Funds; and the 
ſums raiſed in future by the operation of Queen Anne's Bounty. 
inſtead of being ſuffered again to accumulate into a large and 
uſeleſs maſs, would have been applied as ſpeedily as they poſſi · 
bly could be, to the relief of the remaining poor-pariſh Prieſts 
of the Church of England, till at laſt, after the object of the 
Queen's Bounty had been fully attained, the taxes of Firſt- fruits 
and Tenths, often found by the beneficed Clergy to be very in- 
convenient and burthenſome, would have been diſcontinued.— 
If the principles of this propoſal ſhould be approved, the time 

may come, it even ſeems to be at no very great diſtance, when 
the application of them may afford a ſupply neither inconſider- 
able nor unſeaſonable to the exigencies of the State. 


The object of this interview was farther conſultation on the 
intended Motion for a Reform in the Repreſentation, previous 
to the day fixed for making it, vis. enter; April 18th, 1785. 


* 


e 
Paper XII. 


Letter from the Right | Honourable WII IIA 
PirT to the „C. WrVIII. 


4 


| DowNninG-STREET, May 7th, 1783. | 
Dear Sir, r 


Flatter myſelf he Queen Anne's Bounty 

may be made uſeful to the Public Service, 
but I think it need not come as part of the Bud- 
get; which makes it unneceſſary for me to trou · 
ble you immediately. 

I ſhall be extremely happy to ſee you when 
the buſineſs of the preſent moment is a little 
over. I am, dear Sir, 

Your molt faithful 

and obedient ſervant, 
Wi. ETI. 


— ———ͤ— 


—— 
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Paper XIII. 


Letter from the Right Honourable WILLIAM 
 PreT 10 the Rev. C. WrvilL. 


Purnuzy-Hzarn; May 29th, * | 
Dear Sir, 
USINESS which I muſt diſpatch before to- 


morrow, has obliged me, contrary to my 
B 4 inten- 


1 
Lt 
'- 
15 
| 
, 
- 
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intention, to ſtay here to-day. I cannot eaſily 


be in town ſooner than half paſt twelve to- mor- 
row, and ſhould be very glad to have the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing you then in Downing. ſtreet, if it 
is not inconvenient to you. But if the time of 
your ſetting out makes an early hour of conſe- 
quence, I will endeavour to meet you as much 


ſooner as you pleaſe.* 


: I I am, dear Sir, 
Fry ſincerely ,your's, 
W. PITT. 


* At this time Mr Wyvill was on the 8 of paſſing over to 
the Continent, on an excurſion through Paris to the Glacieres 
of Savoy and Switzerland. Having been kindly furniſhed by 
Viſcount Mahon with a Letter of Introduction to Dr Franklin, 
Mr Wyvill wiſhed to inform Mr Pitt of this circumſtance, and 
to offer his ſervice, if he could be of any, during his intended 
ſhort reſidence at Paris. On his arrival in that capital, Mr Wyvill 
haſtened to pay his reſpects to the venerable Ambaſſador of 
America; by whom he was received with every mark of cordial 
civility and good-will. In repeated converſations with Mr 
Wyrvill, Dr Franklin expreſſed his own amicable diſpoſition to 
Great-Britain; and his earneſt wiſh that the recent reconcili- 
ation between this country and America might be improved 
into the cloſeſt friendſhip and union, by the prudence, moderay 
hin, and * faith of their reſpective Governments, 


t 


P aher xIV. 


Letter from the Rev. C. WeviLL 20 15 Right 
Honourable WILLIAM P1TT. | 
BuzTon-HALL, December 11th, 110 
Dear Sir, | 


has lately been tranſmitted by him to the 
Board of Treaſury, requeſting that a Penſion, 
which he has enjoyed ſeveral years, may by their 
authority be continued; without which allow- 
ance, the Board of Exciſe i in Scotland have in- 
timated their intention to diſcontinue it, as in- 
conſiſtent with the ſpirit of the preſent Adminil- 
tration. 

On this occaſion I ſhould diſapprove my own 
conduR, if I remained ſilent ; becauſe I think it 
extremely probable, from the regard with which 
you have honoured me ſo much, that you may 
feel ſome difficulty, ſome degree of reluctance, 
to enforce, in the preſent inſtance, thoſe fru 
maxims of Government, which you have laid 
down with the ſame ſtrictneſs as you would car- 
ry them into execution in ordinary caſes. Per- 
mit me, therefore, to aſſure you, that it is my 
earneſt and only wiſh, that you will put me and 
my connection with the Petitioner entirely out 
of your conſideration, and treat him exactly as 
you would treat every other perſon in the ſame 
- predicament. If the circumſtances of his caſe 
do not juſtify the penſion as an indulgence meri- 

* > T's BY. | 4 : ted 


Y Father has informed me that a Petition a 


46 J 
ted by ſervice, unobjectionable in point of prece. 
dent, and fit to be allowed in all fimilar fituations, 
it ought to be ſtruck off; and I ſhall applaud the 
hand which does reſcind it, with as much ſin- 
cerity, and with as much alacrity too, as if the 
perſon afflicted by the ſtroke were altogether un- 
known to me. I ſay this not from indifference 
to fo near a relation, becauſe I mean to compen- 
fate his loſs, as I had before promiſed 1 would, 
when, from the part I took in promoting a Pe- 
tition to Parliament againſt unmerited Penſions, 
&c. it was not improbable his might be diſal- 
lowed by the Miniſter then, for reaſons very dif. 
ferent from thoſe which I am certain will deter. 
mine your refolution now. In preſſing you to 
put me quite out of the queſtion, and to a& 
according to your impartial judgment alone, I 
do what I conceive to be my duty; and I ſhould 
ill deſerve your regard and good opinion, which 
I value fo highly, if I could entertain a wiſh for 
a fingle moment, that, on my account, you 
would depart from thoſe general rules of ceco- 
nomy, which are, in the preſent exhauſted ſtate 
of our country, indiſpenſably neceſſary. 
I am, dear Sir, 
With the greateſt reſpect and regard, 
Moſt taithfully your's, | 
C. WYVELL _. 
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Paper XV. 


Letter from the Right Honourable WilLlan - 
_ PitTT to the Rev. C. WVVILL. 


HoLwoop-HiLL, Jan. 8th, ns 
Dear Sir, 
1 Meant to have acknowledged 3 
the favor of your Letter, and am extrem 
concerned that in the variety of buſineſs it Has 
from time to time eſcaped me. The ſentiments 
you expreſs are ſuch as, from knowing your 
character and principle, I cannot be ſurprized 
at. It would, I confeſs, have given me N 
pain, if a perſon ſo nearly connected with you 
had been a ſufferer by any ſyſtem laid down by 
the preſent Government, however unavoidable. 
I have, therefore, peculiar pleaſure in being able 
to aſſure you, that, before I received your Let- 
ter, or knew that Mr Wyvill had any connection 
with you, the ſimple circumſtance of the caſe 
had determined me to ſend directions to the 
Commiſſioners of the Exciſe in Scotland to con- 
tinue his Penſion, as being clearly not within 
the line of a juſt and rational reduction. I hope 
your health has benefited by your ſummer exer- 
nons.“ Belere me to be at all times, 
My dear Sir, 
- - With the greateſt regar 
Mol fa dt — 85 
W. PITT. 


wo B. This is the laſt Letter received by Mr Wyrill from 
Paper XVI. 
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Paper XVI. 


Letter from the Rev. C. WyvILL to the Right 


Honourable WILLIAM Pirr. 


5 BurxToON-HALL, Jaz. 11th, 1787. 
Dear Sir, 


R Wilberforce having lately expreſſed his 
intention to reſume, in the next Seſſion 

of Parliament, the ſubje& of a County Regilter, 
with ſome modification of Lord Stanhope's Plan;* 


and having yet formed no decided opinion what 


that modification ought to be, I have thrown 
together ſome thoughts upon it, which are com- 
municated to him by this poſt; and J alſo ven- 
ture to trouble you with a copy, though not 
without much heſitation, conſidering the near 


*The principle of the modified Plan here alluded to, is, to 
employ the Conſtable to form, annually, a Liſt of the Free- 
holders within his townſhip who are qualified to vote at Elec+ 
tions for the County, as he is at preſent employed to form a 
Liſt of Freeholders qualified to ſerve as Jurors. Were the- 
County Electors thus aſcertained, a great reduction of expence 
at Elections for the Counties might be effected; the poll might 
be taken at the chief place of every Hundred, or in every Pariſh, 
which would be ſtill better. Whether this idea was or was no 
approved by Mr Pitt, is not certainly known to the Editor, by 
whom no anſwer qvas received to this Letter. Mr Wilberforce 
approved and adopted the plan ſuggeſted, and placed it in the 
hands of the Editor's Friend, John Baynes, Eſq. a young Law- 
yer of the greateſt expectation, to be drawn by him in a tech- 
nical form'; but before he had drawn the Bill, Mr Baynes died, 
After his lamented death, the plan was ſaid to be communi- 
cated to A. Luders, Eſq. for the ſame purpoſe ; but before he 
was able to finiſh this taſk, the death of Mr Phillips, the inten- 
ded mover of the Bill, and the growing indiſpoſition of the 
Houſe of Commons to every queſtion of Reform, diſconcerted 
and finally defeated the deſign, | 5 

| approach 


it 
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approach of your buſieſt ſeaſon. I am aware 
how imperfe& a ſketch I now ſubmit to your 
peruſal ; but if the propoſed alteration in the 
paper incloſed ſhould fortunately meet your opi- 
nion, and Mr Wilberforce and Lord Stanhope 
ſhould be content to admit the modification, I 
think, when properly correQted, it might proba- 
bly paſs both the Houſes of Parliament with leſs 
oppoſition than his Lordihip's Plan experienced 
laſt year, as it is ſomewhat leſs complicated, and 
ſomewhat leſs remote from the common prac- 
tice. —The only material objection which has 
occurred to myſelf, or thoſe I have been able to 
conſult, is, that the Conſtable might abuſe his 
power. In times of tranquillity, I am perſuaded, 
this would rarely happen; never, perhaps, to 
any dangerous extent. In times of much politi- 
cal agitation, if ſome ſhould be intereſted to 
tempt the Conſtable to tranſgreſs, others would 


be found equally intereſted to watch, and to de- 


tet the fraud. No Schedule accompanies the 
Plan, though often referred to in it. In moſt 
of thoſe references, the regulations in Lord Stan- 
hope's Schedule are what I had in view: But if 
the general idea ſhould haye your approbation; 
the Schedule, I ſuppoſe, would be eaſily com- 
pleated. SEE 

It is with great pleaſure I take this opportu- 


nity to aſſure you, that your relaxation“ of the 


Horſe- 


By this relaxation, farmers renting leſs than 20 pounds a 
year were exempted from paying the Horſe tax. This exemption 
was propoſed to Mr Pitt at an official interview by the Editor, 


with the concurrence of Mr Duncombe and Mr Wilberforce,— 


The Secretaries objected the precarious ſtate of the Revenue, 
727 | which 


1 30 } 


4 Horſe- tax laſt year has been received in this 
1 country with that univerſal ſatisfaction and gra- 
1 titude, which an indulgence in itſelf ſo great, 
1 g and granted at a time ſo critical to your reputa- 
{| tion as a Miniſter, ſo well deſerved, 
1 1 I am, with the higheſt regard, 
1 Dear Sir, 

Your moſt faithful 

and obedient ſervant, ' 

| C. WYVILL: 
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1 | Paper XVII. 


Letter from the Rev. C. WVVvIIL to the Right 
a | __ Honourable WILLIAM PiTT. 


| | | ; BuzTox-HALL, Tuly 29th, 1787. 

| Dear Sir, | | 

5 2 ; 2 : | 

| | *T LE 7HEN your Propoſitions: for reforming 
14 VV our Repreſentation were offered to the 


5 HHouſe of Commons, the diſtreſsful conſequences 
=... | of 


which at that time could ill bear ſo confiderable a defalcation. 
But the propriety of relieving the pooreft claſs of cultivators 
from a burthen that ought only to fall on the rich proprietors 
of horſes uſed for luxury, prevailed with Mr Pitt, and the de- 
fired indulgence was granted. —Mr Wyvill ſtates this circum- 


ſtance with pleaſure ; it does credit to the financial principles 
and courage of Mr Pitt. 


* T'wo winters had paſſed after the laſt motion made by Mr 
Pitt for amending our Repreſentation, and yet his expected 
Bill was not produced. Whether this delay ought to be — 

| | pute 
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of the War with America were yet felt ſeverely 


by the nation; and the corruption of Parlia« 
ment, under a former Miniſter, was yet conſi- 


dered, with general deteſtation, as the principal 


cauſe of thoſe misfortunes. But the adoption of 
your whole ſyſtem ſeems to be reſerved for ſome 
period of till greater diſtreſs, when the abuſes 
of corruption ſhall have been more ruinouſly 
practiſed, and ſhall have rendered the change 
more evidently and more indiſpenſably neceſſary. 
For, even at that time, the majority of the peo- 
ple, as well as of the Houſe of Commons, ap- 
pears to have been adverſe to your 437 ; 
not, probably, from any fixed diſapprobation 


puted to caution or n to a preſs of official buſineſs, 

or a naſcent change in the Miniſter's ſyſtem about this time, it is 
not eaſy to determine. But it is certain the delay much exceeded 
the time within which the appearance of the Bill was looked 
for by the Friends of Reformation. The fincerity of their Lea- 
der, however, was not then ſuſpected by the Editor; though he 
thought it his duty to remind Mr Pitt, that the publication of 
his Bill was expected. Some peculiar circumſtances relative to 
a borough, dependent on the Board of Ordnance, ſeemed to 
preſent a favourable opportunity for its publication at that time. 
But to the Editor's Letter ſtating theſe conſiderations to Mr 


Pitt, with the accuſtomed freedom of their former intercourſe, 


yet with all becoming deference and friendly zeal for the ho- 
nour of his character, no anſaver <vas returned. 


Some ſurprize. and ſome flight jealouſies, were the natural 


conſequence of this ſilence; but they ſoon yielded to the ſtrong 
prepoſſeffion in Mr Pitt's favour. Within a few years after this 
period, however, the original principles of his Adminiſtration 
ſeemed. to have been abandoned, and a ſyſtem leſs pure, leſs 


economical, leſs friendly to- popular rights, began to be gra- 
. dually unfolded. But confidence once given, frankly and fin- 


cerely, is ſlowly and reluctantly withdrawn; and it was not till 
many years after the date of this Letter that the Editor was at 
laſt convinced, by the tenor of Mr Pitt's conduct, that he was 
become. unfaithful ta the cauſe in which he had n. him · 


ſelf. | | 
1 | of 
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of the Plan itſelf, but becauſe the Peace had 
already leſſened in ſome degree the preſſure of 
calamity, and the proſpect of happier times had 
produced a diſpoſition to acquieſce. Since the 
rejection of that motion, the proſperity of the 
country has been advanced with a rapidity be- 
yond all expeQation; Trade has increaſed, 
Stocks have riſen, the Finances have been 76. 
duced into good order, and Government has 
been ſteadily conducted on the principles of vir - 
tuous ceconomy. In its eagerneſs to enjoy theſe 
bleſſings, the nation forgets. their precarious te- 
nure; and as the benefits of your Adminiſtration 
are more extenſively experienced, it ſeems more 
generally difinclined to any great Parliamentary 
charge, though recommended even by your au- 
thority. 

In this ſtate of affairs, and in this temper of 
the nation, I truſt there is not a Zealot fo raſh 
and intemperate in his purſuit of Political Refor- 
mation, as to wiſh you to agitate that ſubject 
again in Parliament. Be that, however, as it 
may, 1 certainly have not the ſmalleſt intention 
to trouble you with any ſuch unſeaſonable ſag- 
geſtions. I only beg leave to recall to your 
remembrance a meaſure which I ventured to 
propoſe juſt after the loſs of your great queſtion. 
You then expreſſed your approbation of the 
idea, that an authentic publication of your in- 
tended Bill was due to the public, and to your 
own character. At that juncture, it was neither 
neceſſary, nor indeed prudent, to carry this 
meaſure into immediate execution. All the in- 
formation on the ſubject which could at that 
| ume 
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time be given with propriety, was ecommuni- 
cated to'the public in the Summary Explanation 
of its principles, which I had the honour to pub- 
liſh with your permiſſion.“ But, as your other 
important plans for the good of your country 
had not yet received their diſcuſſion and dect- 
fion, the publication of the Bill in queſtion was 

ber Nn 


This paſſage alludes to a fact which at the date of this 
Letter was recent, and all the material circumſtauces of which 
were undoubtedly freſh in the recollection of Mr Pitt. Hence 
the brevity of the expreſſion, which renders the meaning ſome- 
what obſcure, The fact alluded to was this; the Summary Ex- 
planation was written with Mr Pitt's previous aſſent, in order 
to be laid before the Meeting at the Thatched Houſe on the 
24th of May, 1785, as the ground on which they might pro- 
cecd to the conſideration of the merits of his plan: And Mr 
Pitt's aſſent had been given expreſsly on condition that the 
piece ſhould contain no allufion to the Heads of his Bill. The 
Summary Explanation was written in conformity with this con- 
dition; it was ſeen by Mr Pitt, and he gave Mr Wyvill his 
permiſſion to publiſh it, to lay it before the Meeting, and to 
declare that Mr Pitt acknowledged the Explanation to be an 
accurate account of the principles of that ſyſtem of Reform 
which he had recommended to Parliament on the 18th of April, 
1585. Concerning the Paper intitled Heads of a Bill, or Bills 
2 amending the Repreſentation, it may be proper here to ob- 
erve, that, 2 

1. The Heads, &c. were delivered to Mr Wyvill by Mr Pitt; 


ſome time before the 18th of April, 1785, without any condi - 


tion or reſerve at the time expreſſed or underſtood. | 
2. That in May 1785, Mr Pitt, for reaſons of a temporary 
nature, required, and Mr Wy vill protniſed. that there ſhould 
be no alluſion to the Heads, &c. in the Summary Explanation. . 
3. That the promiſe was /:/erally fulklled, by the omiffion of 
any alluſion to the Heads in the Summary Explanation; and in 
ſpirit, by the Editor's ſilence upon the ſubject. till the year 2293, 
when the circumſtances which rendered that referve neceſſary 
had long ceaſed to exiſt. ; 
4. That no promiſe of ſecrecy, or reſerve of any kind, was 
required by Mr Pitt, or N to by Mr Wyvill, reſpecting any 
other Papers which paſſcd between them, except only the two 
Letters indorſed Private, which are not intended for publica- 
ton, N N 
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very properly poſtponed, till you had leifure to 
reconſider the ſtate of our Repreſentation, and 
to correct your draught with that care and ac- 
curacy which the extreme importance of the 
ſubject demands. Whether the moment of lei- 
ſure be now arrived, or be ſtill at ſome diſtance, 
is more than I pretend to-judge; yet, if the 
commotions in Holland, which have threatened 
to embroil us with that Province and with 
France, ſhould be fortunately compoſed by your 
prudence and firmnels, it is poſſible that the pre- 
ſent receſs may afford the opportunity which is 
wanted to prepare ſuch a Bill for publication. 
In my thoughts, there are various perſonal 
and public motives for the execution of this 
meaſure during your continuance in power; and 
to narrow the idea ſtill more, during the ex- 
iſtence of the preſent Parliament; and even, if 
poſſible, during its preſent receſs. 

It is not improbable, that, in the courſe of your 
life, the revolution of human affairs may bring 


round ſome favourable ſeaſon for the radical 


correction of abuſes in our Parliamentary Re- 
preſentation. At that critical conjuncture, great 


will be the advantage reſulting from a previous 


publication of your Bill; when the then exiſting 
ſtate of the country could not have been fore- 
ſeen, and when no private intereſt could be aſ- 
ſigned as the motive for your having reſumed 
the ſubject. The value of this advantage, per- 
haps, is not much over - rated, by ſuppoſing that 


the poſſibility of your ſucceſs would depend more 


upon it, than on any other circumſtance which 
can be reaſonably imagined, 


But, 
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But if the ſeaſon for accompliſhing a Refor- 
mation of Parliament ſhould be more remote 
than I have here ſuppoſed, yet, whenever it ſhall 
arrive, the worthy Patriots of that day will un- 
doubtedly feel and acknowledge the immenſe 
advantage of having had your ſyſtem laid before 
| revious labours, poſterity will 


be then acquired. 
For let us ſuppoſe Lord Chatham to have form- 
ed, and ſubmitted to Parliament and to the pub- 
lic, the plan which you afterwards propoſed ; 
The conſequence would probably have been, 
that the diſſenſions among the various ad'zocates 
of Reformation, to which their late defeat may 
be truly imputed, either would not have broken 
out, or would have been ſoon compoſed by his 
ſuperior authority. But if union had been thus 
effected, your taſk would have been far leſs ar- 
duous than it actually was; and your efforts, in 
all human probability, would have been crown- 
ed with ſucceſs. From the publication of this 
Bill by you, ſimilar advantages may be expected 
hereafter; and, I truſt, poſterity will bow to 
your authority with equal reſpect.“ | 

| C2 But 


<< 


* At preſent this may appear a hyperbolical compliment ; 
but when written, it was the honeſt expreſſion of the Editor's 
real ſentiments. In the early part of his Adminiſtration, much 


had been wiſely and bravely done by Mr Pitt to repair our ſhat- 


tered finances, and to reſtore economy and integrity in the 
expenditure of the public money; and it was then expected by 
many of his Friends, that to complete our internal ſecurity, by 
an effectual Reformation of Parliament, would be the grand 
object of his political life. He began it as his Father had begun 
i, a Foe to Corruption, a Friend to the Rights of the People: 
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But theſe benefits, to be reaped in a more or 
leſs diſtant futurity, are not the only arguments 
which recommend the production of your Bill, 
I think I ſee feveral good conſequences that 
would immediately flow from that meaſure. If 
the Bill, with the Schedule annexed, ſhould ap- 
pear next winter, or before the next general 
election, that advantage might probably be de- 
rived from it which I took the liberty to ſtate 
to you, ſoon after the attempt made by Mr 
Marſham to disfranchiſe Queenborough, The 
idea ſeemed to meet your entire approbation; 
but the attack upon that borough not having 
been renewed, no opportunity has yet occurred 
to make the propoſed experiment. What I 
mean to ſuggelt is this; the magnitude of your 
plan was, perhaps, in the minds of the major 
part of your. opponents, their principal objec- 
tion; and yet the very ſame perſons who re- 
jected the whole ſyſtem, may be induced to pro- 
mote its eſtabliſhment in detail. For afterithe 
next general election, ſhould any borough, con- 
victed of corruption, appear to deſerve disfran- 
chiſement, it is highly probable that by your 
influence the guilty borough might be puniſhed ; 
not, as in the caſes of Shoreham and Cricklade, 
by imparting the right of voting there to the 
Freeholders of the Hundred; which is a clumſ 
regulation, and inapplicable to any great 151. 
Had he, like him, perſevered to the end, in his firſt attachment 
to the one, and his hereditary hatred to the other, he would have 
equalled his father in true glory; he would have ſurpaſſed him, 
had he with the ſame ſteadfaſtneſs adhered to his original ſyſtem 
of pacific policy, and like Waſhington. preſerved his country 
from the calamitics of a war with France. 

— 0 tematical 


* 


1 | 
tematical improvement; but by imparting the 
juſtly-forfeited franchiſe to thoſe great towns and 
diſtricts which are 8 unrepreſented, or re- 


preſented with the greateſt inadequacy. If this 


rule of transferring the forfeited franchife ſhould 


then be adopted at your recommendation, it 


would follow of courſe, that the order of trans- 
fers, previouſly publiſhed'in your Schedule, would 
alſo be adopted. And after this rule of trans- 
fer had taken place in a few inſtances, the un- 
ſatisfied diſtricts contained in the Schedule would 
acquire a ſpecies of right, or equitable claim, 
that the order of the Schedule ſhould continue 
to be obſerved in all future transfers of the right 
of Repreſentation.— And this would ſecure the 
gradual execution of a principal part of your 
plan, and would alſo tend directly to promote 
the accompliſhment of the reſt. v2 

In a perſonal view, I am perſuaded that this 
publication will be advantageous to your cha- 
rater. It will be conſidered as a fair and can- 


did proceeding ; it will prove that your propo- 


ſitions had been weighed very maturely ; it will 
exhibit a ſyſtem of Repreſentation the beſt a- 
dapted to the ſtate of the country and its future 


fluctuations of property of all which hitherto- 


have been propoſed ; and, finally, it will leave 
thoſe opponents, who from the mean motives of 
intereſt or reſentment, do injuſtice to the recti- 
tude of your conduct, no ground whatever, in 
the whole courſe of this buſineſs, for any plau - 
ſible imputation. >, 

It may be objected to the propoſed publica- 
tion of your Bill, that — might, perhaps, afford 


3 occaſion 
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occaſion for invidious and malignant refleQtions. 
I ſuppoſe the objection poſſible, without perceiv- 
ing its force; but, on the contrary, ſhould the 
meaſure be wholly laid aſide, or only delayed till 
your retreat from office, or till the return of 
great national diſtreſs, I conceive in each of 
theſe caſes your conduct might be open fAcen- 
ſure. I am aware that this publication is not 
exactly the meaſure which ſome of your friends 
would either recommend or approve; yet, if it 
be well calculated to ſupport your character with 
the public, as I think it is, it would hardly leſſen 
your weight even with thoſe aſſociates whoſe 
ſentiments on the ſubject may be different from 
your own,* | 
But 


* From the date of this Letter to the month of February 

1793, the Editor's correſpondence with Mr Pitt was inter- 
rupted, but the connection was yet unbroken. During the 
earlier part of this period, the general tenor of his adminiſtra- 
tion continued to meet the Editor's approbation and applauſe. 
In the ſecure and unſuſpecting temper of the nation, then lulled 
by Peace, no radical cure for a diſordered Conſtitution could 
be applied with ſucceſs, or attempted with prudence. The 
groſſeſt abuſes and defects ſtill remained in the ſyſtem of Re- 
preſentation, and their tendency was ſtill as pernicious as ever 
but that tendency was checked by the neceſſities of the State, 
and the influence of popular opinion. The Editor, with the 
reſt of his countrymen, enjoyed the riſing proſperity of Eng- 
land; and was content with them to acquieſce under great 
'exiſting evils, thus mitigated by the economical ſpirit of the 
times, and the prudence of Adminiſtration, He truſted that 
the rights ſtill left to the people were ſafe under the protection 
of a Patriot Miniſter, and that no favourable opportunity would 
be loſt by Mr Pitt, to fortify and ſecure the genuine principles 
of the Conſtitution. | 

Theſe flattering hopes were the beſt conſolation of a few years; 
but in the latter part of the period alluded to, the proſpect be- 
gan to change, and a train of meaſures, dark and threatening in 
their appearance, ſhot acroſs the political horizon, and threw a 

© glgom over the country, which has become deeper and —_ 
o EL wi 


L..9 I 


But it is time for me to ſtop; I am conſcious 
my zeal has led me to the edge of impropriety ; 
yet I cannot reſolve to cancel what I have writ- 


ten, becauſe I am alſo conſcious my motives for 


uſing this freedom are equally right to you and 
to the public; and therefore, in that view, they 
are ſure to meet your candid acceptance. 


I have only to add, that if you ſhould reſolve 


to publiſh your Bill, and ſhould wiſh previouſly 
to ſee me, I will moſt chearfully obey your com- 
mands, and come up to London at any time 
which may belt ſuit your convenience. 
I am, dear Sir, | 
With very great reſpect and regard, 
Your's, moſt faithfully, 
C. WYVILL. 


with every ſucceeding year. The Editor's ſuſpicions were now 
renewed with increaſing force; he grew more and more alarm- 
ed; he plainly ſaw greater and greater reaſon for it. At laſt, 
in the beginning of February 1793, the, violent ſteps which had 
been taken, apparently with a defign to diſgrace and ruin the 
whole body of Reformers, and engage this country in a raſh and 
unneceſſary war with France, induced the Editor to addreſs an 
expoſtulatory Letter to Mr Pitt on theſe ſubjects. 

The Letter was privately ſent to him in February 1793 like 
the two preceding Letters, it remained unonſeered, and in the 
courſe of a few weeks it was publiſhed. Had Mr Pitt deigned 
to return a ſatisfadtory anſwer reſpecting the matters diſcuſſed 
in it, the Editor's intention was not to publiſh it. But his 
filence, combined with the facts alluded to, appeared, in his 
judgment, to form a ſtrong preſumptive proof that Mr Pitt had 
abandoned the liberal and pacific principles of policy which 
had rendered the early part of his adminiſtration happy and 

pular, and had adopted a new and dangerous ſyſtem of 

OREIGN WAR and INTERNAL COERCION. Under 
this perſuaſion, Mr Wyvill thought it an indiſpenſible duty to 
renounce his connection with Mr Pitt, and to lay this expoſtu- 
latory Letter before the public.—It ſeems unneceſſary to re- 
publiſh it here. | | | 
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Paper XVIII. 


Extract of 4 Letter from the Rev. C. WyviLL 


, BuxToOxN-HALL, March mth, 1793. 
My dear Sir, | | 


N my intercourſe with Mr Pitt, many things 
were imparted to me confidentially, and in 
no circumſtances whatever ſhall I think myſelf 
authorized to divulge any part of theſe commu- 
nications, without his previous conſent. But 
whatever at any time has been communicated to 
me reſpecting the public buſineſs of the Aﬀocia- 
tion, by Mr Pitt, by Lord Lanſdown, or by Lord 
Rockingham, I have not thought ſuch commu- 
nications from men in their miniſterial ſtations, 
whether made in writing or in converſation, 
were private communications to me individually 
(when ſecrecy was not at that time enjoined), 
but as communications of a public nature, made 
to me in my official capacity, as Chairman of 
the Yorkſhire Committee. Of ſuch communi- 
cations, in all caſes, whether made in writing or 
in conyerſation, I held myſelf bound to give an 


* This Extract is placed in the ſeries of papers which paſſed 
between Mr Pitt and Mr Wyvill, becauſe, though it is taken 
from a Letter addreſſed to Mr Wilberforce, that Letter was in- 
tended to be ſhown to Mr Pitt, contained an offer to him, and 
was actually put into his hands by Mr Wilberforce. This ap- 
pears from Mr Wilberforce's Letter to Mr Wyvill, dated the 
zoth of July, 1793; and from the ſame Letter it alſo appears, 


that Mr Pitt returned it to Mr Wilberforce ** with ns an- 
feuer.“ : „ 8 


account 


80080 | a 


account to the Committee: Papers thus com- 
municated I conſidered as public papers, and 
myſelf bound in reſpe& of them to act as the 
Truſtee of the Committee and of the Public. 


This is the light in which I conſidered. Lord 


Lanſdown's Letters* to me about ten years ago: 


He underſtood that I kept them back from the 


public view at that moment, when their appear- 
ance might have been perſonally detrimental to 
him, and injurious to the Public Cauſe; but 
that I did not engage that they ſhould be abſo- 
lutely and entirely ſuppreſſed. With my having 
kept them back at that time, his Lordſhip has 
frequently expreſſed his ſatisfaction; at my not 
engaging to ſuppreſs them, I have never heard that 
he, or any friend of his, has expreſſed any diſ- 
pleaſure or diſapprobation. In the caſe of Lord 

Lanſdown, I did not conſent that a wanton or 
malevolent uſe ſhould be made of his communi- 
cations z in the caſe of Mr Pitt, which is nearly 


With reſpect to the publication of Lord Lanſdown's Let- 
ters to the Editor in 1782, he ſtates with pleaſure that his Lord- 
flip acknowledged the propriety of Mr Wyvill's conduct; ex- 
preſſed his-approbation of publicity in matters of national im- 
. portance negociated between a Miniſter of State and a Public 

Body of men, or their confidential Agent; and conſidered ſack 
Agent as reſponſible for his conduct to his Conſtituents and to 
the Public. This was the magnanimity of a frank and honoura- 
ble mind, that ſcorned all unneceſſary concealment. Conſcious 
of having acted in a moſt important ſtation, with integrity to the 
Public, and fidelity to a reſpectable Body of men, with whom 
he had entered into engagements, Lord Lanſdown was too can- 
did and equitable to withhold his approbation, or withdraw his 
eſteem from others, who, ia a humble ſtation, and with ſcanty 
means, have acted on the ſame general views; dealing with 


equal impartiality the ſame meaſure to Miniſters dead or living, 


to Stateſmen in or out of power, and in dangerous times en- 


deavouring, like him, with honeſt zeal to ſupport the principles 
of our ſinking Conſtitution, | 


ſimilar, 


[ 42 J 


fimilar, I ſhall act by ſimilar rules; T ſhall lay 
myſelf under the ſame reſtriction, not wantonly 
or malevolently to publiſh © the Heads of his 
Bill,“ or any of his Letters; ſtill, however, re- 
ſerving to myſelf the right which I think 1 have 
to retain them in behalf of the public, and in 
certain caſes to publiſh them ; particularly in the 
caſe alluded to in my Letter to Mr Pitt, and 
more diſtinctly ſtated in my laſt Letter to your- 
ſelf, viz, on the event of Mr Pitt's death, with- 
out having effected a Reform in the Repreſenta- 
tion, and without having publiſned the ſame or 

a better Plan of Reformation. By acting in this 
manner, I conceive I ſhall do my duty to the 
public, and yet nothing injurious or juſtly diſ- 
pleaſing to Mr Pitt. If he wiſhes the papers in 
queſtion to be ſuppreſſed or returned to him, I 
with to gratify him, provided it can be made ſuf- 
ficiently evident that his claim to the diſpoſal of 
theſe papers is a juſt claim. I profeſs, how- 
ever, that it ſeems to me highly improbable, or 
rather impoſſible, that he can ſhow any juſt 
claim to the diſpoſal of the Letters ; it appears 
upon the face of them that they are public Let- 
ters, and they contain nothing, as I think, which 
upon examination will be found to alter their 
quality. But the paper intitled Heads of a 
Bill, &c.” is ſomewhat differently circumſtan- 
ced; and though I do at preſent conceive it to 
be properly a communication of a public nature, 
like the Leiters; yet if there is any circumſtance 
relating to this paper which ſhows that it ought 
not to be ſo conſidered, I ſhall not heſitate to 
return it to Mr Pitt, when convinced of my 
| miſtake ; 


N 


IVY 
miſtake; and I will publicly acknowledge my 


error, if into an error I have fallen from inad- 
vertence or forgetfulneſs of any material cir- 
cumſtance reſpecting this paper, and ſtate the 
reaſons alſo which may have produced that con- 
viction; and that conviction will be produced, 
if Mr Pitt will affert to me, that, when the paper 
intitled Heads o a Bill, &c.“ was communica- 
ted to me, he diſtinctly recollects, either that he 
laid me under an injunction of perpetual ſecrecy 
reſpecting it, or expreſſed to me that it was a 
paper which he reſerved the power to recall 
when he ſaw fit, or ſomewhat equivalent, clearly . 
explained at the time. Under theſe circumſtan- 
ces, I ſhall think myſelf authoriſed to deliver the 
paper in queſtion back to Mr Pitt, though I do 
not myſelf recolle& them. But if nothing of 
this import can be alledged by Mr Pitt, I ſhall - 
continue to think that I cannot ſurrender that 
paper without ſubjecting myſelf to the imputa- 
tion of treachery to the public, or,. at leaſt, of 
groſs neglect to promote its true intereſt, I 

leave to trouble you again to ſhow this Letter to 
Mr Pitt. 


I am ever, my dear Sir, 
With great regard, 
Moſt faithfully your's, 
C. WYVILL 
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Paper XIX. 


Letter from the Rev. C. WxVIIL to the Right 
____ Honourable WILLIAM PITT. 


; BuzxTon-HALL, Jan. 27th, 1796. 
Sir, 1 
Do not trouble you with this Letter, from 
any doubt reſpecting the nature of the cor- 
reſpondence which paſſed between us in the ear- 
lier part of our intercourſe. I am fully ſatisfied 
that the papers alluded to are to be conſidered, 
ke my correſpondence with Lord Lanſdown, 
as papers of a public nature; they were commu- 
nications on a ſubject of great importance to the 
community; they paſſed between you, in your 
official capacity as a Miniſter, or as a Member 
of Parhament, and the Agent of the Committee 
of Aſſociation of the County of York; who 
deems himſelf reſponſible for his conduct in 
thoſe political negociations to the Public, and 
in a more eſpecial manner to that Body of Men 
who were his Conſtituents, 'and whole confi- 
dence in him was the principal, if not the only, 
motive for thoſe communications. This was my 
opinion before I addrefled my Letter to you, 
dated February 9th, 1793; and it was formed 
on an anxious recollection of the circumſtances 
relative to the papers in queſtion, and an atten- 
tive examination of their contents: and in that 
opinion 1 have been much confirmed, ſince the 
propoſal which I made to you in a Letter to our 
common 


IE OY | | 
eommon Friend, Mr Wilberforce, dated March 


7th, 1793. This propoſal was relative to the 


publication or conditional ſuppreſſion of one of 
the papers alluded to, intitled, Heads of a 


Bill, or Bills, for amending the Repreſentation z** 


and the Letter containing this propoſal, ſoon 
after its date, was put into your hand by him, 
and returned to him by you, without an anſwer. 


The propoſal was in effect an offer to return or 


ſuppreſs this paper, if you would declare that 
you underſtood it to have been a communica- 
tion not of a public, but of a private nature; 
provide I might be at liberty to ſtate thi; de- 
claration to the public, as my juſtification for 
the ſurrender of the paper. And I conſider your 
filence upon the occaſion of this offer, as a 
proof that, although you was unwilling. to own, 


you found yourſelf unable to deny, that the 


paper in queſtion is a paper of a public nature, 
and had been communicated to me under no 


condition of ſecrecy, under no reſtriction or re- 


ſerve whatever, expreſſed or underſtood, at the 
time of its communication; and that no promiſe 
or engagement had been ſubſequently made on 
my part, which could jultly be conſtrued to have 
taken away my right to hold this paper as a 


truſtee for the public, and eventually to publiſh 
it in the caſe of your death, or in the caſe of 


your hoſtility to the cauſe of Reform, and your 
ultimate refufal to produce it. 

But from this clear eſtabliſhment of my right 
to publiſh the paper in queſtion in each of theſe 
caſes, the duty to publiſh it immediately is not 


interred. In this reſpect, I think myſelf war- 


ranted 
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ranted to aſſume a certain latitude, or -diſcres . 
tionary power of delay; and you, Sir, on this 
occaſion, may with reaſon expect from me every 
mark of attention which is reconcilable with my 
duty to the public. I ſhould be extremely ſorry 
to produce this paper to general inſpeQion, if 
ou really mean to publiſh it in its preſent 
orm, or improved with ſuch corrections, as the 
experience of more than ten years in the higheſt 
official ſituation may have ſuggeſted to you. 
And yet it is poſſible that you meditate no cor- 
rections, that you intend to publiſh the Heads 
of your Bill neither in their preſent ſtate, nor in 
any improved ſtate; it is poſſible that you may 


- have changed your political opinions, that you 


may wiſh to conſign the paper in queſtion to 
oblivion, with every other memorial of thoſe 
tranſactions for effecting a Reform of Parlia- 


ment, in which you bore the principal part. 


But I ſtill continue to think, as I thought in the 


| earlier period of our conneCtion, that a ſubſtan- 


tial, moderate, and timely Reformation of Parlia- 
ment, is neceſſary for the preſervation of our 
National Liberty. For this purpoſe, I con- 


ſider the Heads of your Bill of Reform as an 


important paper, which I hold in truſt for the 
public; and therefore I could not innocently 
concur with you to conceal it, it ſuch ſhould be 


your delign ; it even ſeems incumbent upon me 


to take effectual meaſures to ſecure the publica- 
tion of it, by you or by myſelf. 

I do not aflert that you wiſh to withhold the 
paper in queſtion from the public eye; but I 
think that, under the various circumſtances * 

e 


i 
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the caſe, recent and remote, it would be ſimpli- 
city, it would be folly and credulity in any man 
to believe that your political ſyſtem remains as 
favourable to popular rights as it was in the 
year 1785. In me it would be the weakneſs of 
idiocy, after having witneſſed the four laſt years 
of your adminiſtration, and waited ten years for 
the production of this paper by yourſelf, ſtill to 

confide, ſtill to acquieſce, ftill to wait on, in 
ſilent expectation of its appearance; forgetting 
the uncertainty of life, the approaching infirmi- 
ties of age, and fooliſhly declining to interpoſe 
in bebalf of the public, nll any interpoſition on 


f | 


/ 


my part might be no longer in my power. From 


theſe conſiderations, I am convinced that I ought 
not to delay explicitly to open my mind to you, 
and endeavour to obtain a diſtinct declaration of 
your intentions. | 

I do therefore avow my ſuſpicion of your hoſ- 
tility to the cauſe of Political Reformation, and 
of your purpoſe never to publiſh the paper in 
queſtion. l 

The taſk which this avowal of my diſtruſt 
compels me to undertake, I feel is a painful one. 
But it would be falſehood and baſe flattery to 
diſclaim my ſuſpicion; it would be deſpicable 
diſſimulation to act as if confidence were entire, 
and precaution unneceſſary; and it would be 
treachery to the public, to negle& the employ- 


ment of thoſe obvious means which are within 


my reach, and by which the production of the 
document in queſtion by yourſelf may be ſe- 
cured, or its publication by me may be proved 
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to have been a neceſſary act of juſtice to the 
country, | | 1 

Feeling theſe impreſſions on my mind, I am 
not deterred by the unfavourable circumſtance 
of your having returned no anſwer to the former 
propoſal, from offering to you one propoſition 
more; and 1 now offer it with the ſincerity of a 
heart which is-unconſcious of any inducement 
but the anxious wiſh to aſcertain and perform 
my duty to the public, and as far as may be 
conſiſtent with that duty, to avoid doing what 
may be unacceptable to you. — My offer is 
briefly this, that if you will have the goodneſs 
to declare, that you intend to publiſh the Heads 


of your Bill for reforming the Repreſentation 


in their preſent ſtate, or improved by ſuch cor- 
rections as your experience may have ſuggeſted, 
1 ſhall moſt willingly acquieſce, and lay aſide my 
deſign to publiſh that paper. But I muſt be 
underſtood to be at liberty to repreſent this 
circumſtance as my reaſon for omitting that 
piece in the 4th volume of Political Papers 


' which I am now preparing for the preſs; and I 


muſt alſo be conſidered as ſtill holding that 
paper in truſt for the public. | 

It -is the verſatility of the Stateſman which 
I diſtruſt, and appearances may probably be 
thought to juſtify the ſuſpicion ; yet 1 ſtill re- 
ſpect, and would rely on, the perſonal honour 
and integrity of the Man. And as F will not 


deny that appearances, however ſtrong they may 


have been, poſſibly may have deceived and a- 
larmed me too much; ſo you, I think, cannot 
| | juſtly 
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juſtly alledge that my ſuſpicion has been formed 
on flight and frivolous grounds, or avowed with 
unfriendly haſte, and in an indecorous tone. 
If then you really mean to publiſh your Plan, 
and in truth you ſtill continue a friend to mo- 
derate Reformation, can there be any good rea- 
ſon why ſo natural a miſconception ſhould not 
be rectified? In ſuch a caſe, ſurely, cc..deſcen- 
tion on your part, to remove miſtaken fears, 
and to ſatisfy honeſt ſcruples, could be no diſ- 
honour; as on mine, I truſt, acquieſcence on 
the conditions propoſed could be no breach of 
duty to che public. | 

But if you ſhould deem it expedient to return 
no anſwer to this offer, or ſhould anſwer it in a 
manner that comes not up to the terms pro- 
poſed, I ſhall not heſitate to draw the obvious 
concluſion from your filence. In that caſe, I 
ſhall proceed, as it may ſuit my convenience, to 
publiſh the paper in queſtion, with the other 
papers not included in this offer, which paſſed 


between us in the courſe of our correſpon-- 


dence.* Lam, Six; TOM AIR 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
oy” C. WYVILL. 
D Paper XX. 


This Letter was ſent to Mr Pitt, by the poſt, on the day 
of its date; and in a ſnort time after that, a Duplicate, in 
which two or three verbal corrections were made, was ſent to 


James Martin, Eſq. the worthy Member for Tewkibury z by 


whom it was delivered into Mr Pitt's hands; in the Houſe of 
Commons, on the 17th of February, 1796. For this kind aſſiſ- 


_ tance, Mr Wyvill-returns Mr Martin-his moſt ſincere and grate- 


ful acknowledgments ; happy to owe ſo important a ſervice to 
a friend equally diſtinguiſhed for his candour, benevolence, w 
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Paper XX. 


The Caſe of the Rev. C. WyVIIL IL reſpecting tbe 
Right Honourable WILLIAM PrtT, and bi- 
Paper, intituled, Heads of a Bill or Bills 
for amending the Repreſentation.” | 


| 'BuxTox-HALL, April 6th, 1796. 


TT has always been the writer's wiſh to paſs 
his life in the peace and privacy of a country 
retirement. It has been his good fortune, and 
he is thankful for it, to have ſpent the largeſt 
and beſt portion of his days, ſince he attained to 
manhood, in this moſt pleaſant retreat. For the 
laſt twenty-two years, he has been an inhabitant | 
of Yorkſhire; and during the far greateſt part of 
this period, he has enjoyed domeſtic peace and 
happineſs in retirement and wedded ſociety, with 
this added ſatisfaction during the latter part of 
this period, that much of his attention, and 
many of his hours, have been employed in the 
pleaſing cares of educating his numerous family 
of children, and providing for their intereſt and 
future welfare. 
During this conſiderable ſpace of time, amuſe- 
ment has ſeldom induced him to reſort to the 
crowded haunts of men. Privacy he has prefer- 
red, becauſe privacy was more agreeable to his 
All the milder virtues of private life; and for his firmneſs and 
Intrepidity in the Senate, as a defender of the rights of his fel- 


lo- citizens, and a friend to the true intereſt of his country. 
Of the Duplicate alluded to, the Letter printed here is a 


—4 
e 


At the time of its publication, a0 an/ever had been re- 
from Mr Pitt. 1 | 8 98 
taſte. 


L 31 
taſte. He was pleaſed with the blameleſs occu- 
ations, the innocent amuſements, of a count 


ife ; he loved the contemplation of nature, an 
viewed with delight the beauties 'of the any | 
| 


ful ſeaſons, and the leſs varying, yet not who 
fixed and ſtationary, beauties of the ſcenes a- 
round him. But retirement was his choice for 


reaſons of greater weight and gravity. He va- 


lued his independence; he felt the honeſt pride 
of a freeman; and independence and freedom. 
he knew were beſt preſerved at a diſtance from 


the prodigality and enſnaring allurements of the 


capital. He is far, very far, from being as vir- 
tuous as he ought, and as he fincerely wiſhes to 
be; yet, though not extremely virtuous, he is a 
lover of virtue, and though not profoundly lear- 
ned, he is a friend to learning; and, in his opi- 
- nion, the cultivation of virtue, and the purſuits 
of literature, are uſually moſt ſucceſsful in retire- 
ment. There might be in his temper ſome al- 
loy of indolence and diffidence, which inclined 
him to a ſequeſtered life: But even his adverſa- 
ries are abundantly ready to teſtify, that, on va- 
rious public occaſions, he has not been flow to 
ſtand forth, nor afraid to act his part in the buſy 


ſcene of politics. He adds, what they will be 
leſs willing to acknowledge, that he has never 


engaged in political buſineſs, but from a ſenſe of 


duty to his country; from a deteſtation of cor- 


ruption, that execrable principle of Government; 
from indignation at direct and open invaſions of 
our rights; and from an honeſt zeal to defend 
public liberty, oppreſſed and endangered by an 
Adminiſtration once friendly to popular rights 

1 ©  w-atter 
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after that, ſternly ſevere and reſolute to def? 
troy them. — The ends he aimed at, were the 
reſtoration. of national morals, then finking un- 
der the debaſing influence of our Government; 
and the preſervation of our Conſtitution on 
its genuine principles, then nearly defaced by 
the wear of paſſing ages, and almoſt loſt under 
the immenſe accumulation of abuſes. The ends 
were good and laudable; the means were unex« 
ceptionable, and becoming the ends: Argumen- 
tation at legal aſſemblies of the people, petitions, 
remonſtrances, aſſociations, engagements to vote 
againſt corruption and corrupt men, —theſe were 
the means to attain his objects; theſe were the 
weapons of his political warfare; the only wea- 
pons he will ever employ ; convinced that virtu- 
ous men, united for the defence of liberty; by 
_ reaſon alone, muſt ultimately ſucceed againſt all 
oppoſition : And hence, in any event, they wall 
be ſure to derive the beſt reward of their la- 
bours, that perfect ſatisfaction of mind, that con- 
ſciouſneſs of unimpeàchable virtue, which no 
raſh appeal to force can ever beſtow. 
But though it has been his happy lot to lead 
a great part of his life in privacy and in the 
country, yet, on the occaſions alluded to, he 
has ſeen enough of the world of politics to be 
fully convinced, that neither probity, nor any 
prudential caution, can ſecure the opponent of 
national abuſes againſt the rancorous tooth of 
calumny. He has ſeen this in the caſe of men 
much better than himſelf; he has felt it in his 
own. He knows there are bigots in politics, 
as in religion; in both he is aware that the 
2 rage 


EW 


rage of paſſionate men, and the malice of cooler 
men, intereſted in the preſervation of abuſes, 


ever will purſue: the beſt- intentioned promoters 


of Reformation. He, therefore, expects no ex- 


emption from their injurious attacks; but, truſt- 
ing in the ſhield of integrity, he is prepared to 
meet his adverſaries with fortitude, and to bear 
their ſlanders with patience. Though he reve- 
rence the judgment of the public, he has ſeldom 
troubled it with the refutation of calumnies. Ta 
any vague imputations of ſedition or treaſon; to 
any anonymous falſehood, charging him with 


the guilt of a regicide and a traitor to his coun- 


try, no reply in future, he truſts, will be neceſ- 


ſary: He will leave accuſations ſo wholly deſti- 
tute of foundation to fall of themſelves, as they 


ſoon mult, down to the ground. Indeed, by 
ſome attacks, it would be folly to be provoked 
or diſcouraged. The inſects which have long 


been endeavouring to annoy him, bear the hor- 


net's ſpite in their hearts, and an acrid venom in 


their tails ; but their ſting is too feeble to inject 
it. He would not cruſh the tireſome creatures; 
he would only ſhun them, Does this language 
ſound too contemptuous? He ſincerely pities the 
perſons alluded to ; but he cannot think of their 
conduct, to him, without ſome mixture of con- 
tempt. 

Widely difterent are the ſenſations which have 
been produced in his mind by the cenſure of 
men, for whom he has been long accuſtomed to 
feel the warmeſt affection, and the ſincerity of 
whole friendſhip to him he cannot queſtion. He 
willingly admits their general candour; he high- 
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ly eſteems their various talents; but he denies 

e juſtice of their reprehenſion reſpecting his 
behaviour to Mr Pitt. In this reſpect, they have 
condemed his paſt and his intended conduct; his 
alluſion to the Heads of Mr Pitt's Bill, in the 
printed Letter to him of February 1793, and 
his declared intention to publiſh that paper in 
the event of Mr Pitt's death, or in the contin- 
gency of his hoſtility to the cauſe of Refor- 
mation, and his ultimate refuſal to publiſh it 
himſelf. 

He truſts, however, he ſhall be able to im- 

reſs on an impartial public the ſame conviction 
which he feels himſelf, viz. that, in the caſes al- 
luded to, his conduQ has been, and will 'be, 
perfectly conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt and moſt 
correct morality. But if his plea ſhould fail to 
produce the ſame conviction on the minds of 
thoſe friends whoſe halty diſapprobation he wiſh- 
es to remove, he will lament his misfortune, and 
impute it to no perſonal unkindneſs, to no defi- 
ciency in general candour and equity, but to 
the warmth of an early friendſhip for the Miniſ- 
ter, or the ſtill more faſcinating effect of an en- 
thuſiaſtic admiration of his genius and character. 
The bias thus hung upon the mind may be un- 
perceived, but its power to miſlead the judgment 
may be ſtrong and nearly irreſiſtible. 

The juſtification of Mr Wyvill's paſt conduct, 
in alluding to the Heads,“ will be Foun to reſt | 
on the following facts and obſervations: The 
force of the obſervations may be variouſly felt; 
the facts, he truſts, will be undiſputed by Mr 
Pitt, or his moſt partial friends. | 4 

1. Mr 
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1. Mr Wyvill aſſerts, that the intercourſe be- 


tween Mr Pitt and him was an intercourſe not 
of private friendſhip and perſonal attachment, 


but of political connection on public grounds. 


His acquaintance with Mr Pitt, as he recollects, 
_ commenced in the ſpring of the year 1780. Mr 
Pitt was, at that time, a very young man, and 
had not made his appearance in Parliament. Mr 
Wyvill was then attending a Meeting of Depu- 
ties, appointed to prepare a plan of National Al- 
ſociation, for effecting a Reformation of Parlia- 


ment. He was one of the three Gentlemen de- 


legated by the County of York for that purpole. 
Viſcount Mahon was deputed by the County of 


Kent to attend the ſame Meeting. The tranſac- 


tion of the buſineſs for which they had been. de- 
puted, neceflarily required frequent communica- 
tion between the Deputies: Lord Mahon and Mr 
Wyvill ſoon found that they were agreed in their 
hatred to a corrupt ſyſtem of Adminiſtration; in 


their zealous attachment to Liberty, on the ge- 


nuine principles of the Conſtitution; and in their 
firm conviction, that, without a radical reform 
of abuſes in the frame of Parliament itſelf, the 


official regulations propoſed by Burke, as the 


grand panacea for all our national complaints, 
would be found no better than trifling altera- 
tives, or tranſient anodynes, whoſe ſlight and in- 
ſignificant effe& would ſoon be overpowered by 
the deeply-vitiated habit of our Repreſentative 


Body. They feared that by a falſe complaiſance 


in the Meeting of Deputies to the Agent of the 
old Ariſtocracy, the opportunity to effect a mo- 


derate Reform in the Houſe of Commons might 
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be unwiſely loſt, and thus the nation would be 
left expoſed to the danger, either of an aſſump- 
tion of Deſpotic Power on the one hand, or the 
calamities of a violent Revolution on the other 
hand; and they were perfectly agreed in their 
wiſhes and endeavours to prevent this fatal over- 
ſight in the popular counſels at that time.— This 
general ſimilarity in their principles and views, 
produced an intimacy between the noble Viſ- 
count and the writer, which gradually became 
confidential, and which the eventful feries of 
_ ſixteen years has not diminiſhed, he trufts, on 
either fide. To his truly noble Friend, Mr 
Wyvill owed his introduction to Mr Pitt's ac- 
quaintance: It was at Lord Mahon's houſe that 
he was firſt made known to Mr Pitt ; but whe- 
ther the introduction was propoſed by Lord Ma- 
hon, or deſired by Mr Pitt, he does not diſtinct- 
ly recolle&.—At this intexview, the ſentiments 
of Mr Pitt, on the dangerous fituation of the 
country at that time, on the corrupt ſtate of Par- 
lament, and the neceſſity for its Reformation at 
the requeſt and interpoſition of the people, were 
fimilar to thoſe of Lord Mahon and the other 
Member of the General Deputation. This, at 
leaſt, was then, and ever ſince has been, the 
opinion of Mr Wyvill. To ſuſpect the ſincerity 
of Mr Pitt at that time, muſt be groundleſs and 

injurious jealouſy, 'He had been bred at the 
feet of Gamaliel in the ſtricteſt principles of 
the Conſtitution ; he had been imbued by his 
father with his own ardent love of liberty, hts 
own ſcorn of corruption, and his ſtrong defire 
for a purer ſtrain of Government under the con- 

e trouling 


trouling influence of a Reformed Repreſenta- 
tion. It ſeems impoflible to ſuppoſe, that doc- 
trines ſo congenial to the purity and generous / 
zeal of a youthful mind, recommended by ſuch 
a Preceptor, and that Preceptor his Father, were - 
not embraced by Mr Pitt with fincerity and ar- 
dour. When he heard corruption avowed with- 
out ſhame, and ſaw it practiſed with impunity; 
when the corrupt prodigality of Miniſters in- 
creaſed with the public difapprobation of their 
meaſures, and their miſcondu& had driven the 
country to the brink of ruin, it was natural, and 
nearly unavoidable, that the Son of Chatham 
ſhould be indignant at the ſight, and ſhould de- 
vote his utmoſt efforts to extirpate this deep- 
rooted evil, this baneful corruption, from our 
Parliamentary Syſtem. 

But for ſome years after this introduction, 
their general concuyrence in theſe political ſenti- 
ments produced little intercourſe between Mr 
Pitt and Mr Wyvill, chiefly for want of oppor- 
tunity on the part of Mr Wyvill to cultivate an 
acquaintance he fo highly valued. On Mr 
Pitt's firſt motion in Parliament on the ſubject 
of Reformation,“ Mr Wyvill had not the honour 
of any communication with Mr Pitt. After 
the rejection of that motion, they both attended 
a public Meeting at the Thatched Houſe, when 
the reſolution propoſed by Mr Wyvill, with a 
view to animate the nation to ſupport the in- 
tended exertions of Mr Pitt in the ſucceeding 
Seſſion, appeared to meet his entire . 


On the 7th of May, 1782. | 
+ On the 18th of May, 1782. Before 
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Before that Seſſion commenced, Mr Pitt had 
entered the Cabinet. His introduction there, 
added new weight to his recommendation; the 
declaration of intended ſupport by Lord Shel- 
burne, then principal Miniſter, was ſtill more 
encouraging; Yorkſhire and many other Diſ- 
tricts petitioned for Reform; and on the 7th of 
May, 1783, Mr Pitt propoſed to Parliament re- 
ſolutions nearly coincident with thoſe propoſi- 
tions which had been adopted by the Aſſociation 
of Yorkſhire. On this occaſion, Mr Wyvill had 
the honour of a conference with Mr Pitt; and 
this interview gradually produced more and more 
intimate communications. After the defeat of 
the India Bill in the next Seſſion, Mr Pitt ſuc- 
ceeded the Duke of Portland in the ſtation of 
principal Miniſter: His efforts for Reform, though 
unſucceſsful, had won him much and deſerved 
popularity ; and to that popularity he owed his 
elevation. In the recent ſtruggle on the India 
Bill, his friends in Yorkſhire had applauded his 
conduct; and when the Houſe of Commons en- 
deavoured to embarraſs the meaſures of the new 
Miniſter, they ſupported him with vigour at a 
County Meeting. This was an eflential ſervice, 
which contributed in a conſiderable degree to fix 
in his favour the then fluctuating opinion of the 
public. As ſoon, therefore, as he found himſelf 
a little better ſecured in the poſſeſſion of his 
power, he reſolved to gratify his northern friends, 
and to make another effort, with all his might, 
to accompliſh their favourite meaſure. On this 
occaſion he changed his ground, and his mode 
of procedure ; and inſtead of moving for a Com- 


mittee 
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mittee of Inquiry, as in 1782, or offering ſome 


ſpecific Reſolutions, as in 1783, he propoſed his 


new and more · extended meaſure in the ſhape of 
a Bill. The County of Vork, at a Meeting held 
ſome time before, had adopted certain propoſi- 
tions as an amendment to their Aſſociation. 
The principles laid down by Mr Pitt in his 
ſpeech to Parliament on the 18th of April, 1785, 
were correſpondent with thoſe propoſitions; but 
his judgment had ſuggeſted various improvements, 
which his ſuperior {kill worked up, and formed 
a plan of Reformation at once the moſt exten- 
five and effectual, and at the ſame time the molt 
mild and praQticable, which had been deviſed. 
S8oon after this generous reſolution had been 
fixed by Mr Pitt, he communicated his intention 
to Mr Wyvill; the intercourſe between them be- 
came more frequent and intimate; and Mr Wy. 
vill had the honour to be conſulted in the pro- 
greſs of the buſineſs, with reſpect to the mode of 
obtaining moſt effectually the popular ſupport to 
the intended motion, and alſo, with reſpect to 
various modifications and correQtions of the Plan. 
After the rejection of the motion by Parliament 
in 1785, the ſame perſonal intercourſe continued 
for ſome time; till at laſt, in 1787, the nation 
had become indifferent to all queſtions of Re- 
form, and the hope of ſucceſs, in that temper of 
the public, was quite extinguiſhed, —Aiter this 
period, Mr Wyvill ceaſed to hold any perſonal 
intercourſe with Mr Pitt; but their political con- 
nection remained unbroken till the beginning of 
1793. It had been commenced in 1780, from a 
ſimilarity of political opinion; it became. inti- 
Th. Yo WOT mate 
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mate and unreſerved during Mr Pitt's ſtruggle 
to effect a Reformation of Parliament; and it 
ceaſed when his hoſtility to his own former mea- 
ſures appeared to Mr Wyvill, in 1793, to be no 
longer queſtionable. It is true, that during this 
connection much perſonal eſteem and attach- 
ment to Mr Pitt were mixed with the political 
confidence which Mr Wyvill felt and profeſſed: 
But in 1783, and the three ſubſequent years, 
the intercourſe between them was not that of 
private friends, but that of a great Stateſman 
treating with a very humble individual, the con- 
fidential Agent of a body of men, whoſe propo- 
ſitions of Reform he had reſolved to adopt, and 
whole political ſupport he wiſhed to obtain: And 
therefore, in Mr Wyvill's conception, commu- 
nications on the public buſineſs of his conſti- 
tuents are not to be conſidered by ſuch Agent 
as truſts of a private and confidential nature, 
but are properly to be underſtood as public 
communications, unleſs it were otherwiſe expreſ- 
fed at the time when ſuch communications were 


made. 


2. Mr Wyrvill afferts, that the Letters and 
other Papers of Mr Pitt, particularly the Heads 
of a Bill, or Bills, for amending the Repreſenta- 
tion, were imparted by him to Mr Wyvill 


under no ſeal of ſecrecy, undef no particular 


reſtriction or limitation expreſſed or underſtood 
at the time, and that no ſubſequent promiſe or 
engagement was entered into by Mr Wyvill, 
which in any juſt or rational conſtruction can 


be conſidered as binding him to ſurrender the 


Paper in queſtion to Mr Pitt, or to ſupprels it, 
| e 4 
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or during his life not to publiſh it. It is far 
from his intention to conceal that, reſpecting the 
Heads of Mr Pitt's Bill, a certain promiſe was 
made by Mr Wyvill, which he conſiders himſelf 
to have fulfilled literally, and alſo in its ſpirit 
and moſt extenfive meaning. 'This ſhall be ex- 
plained with fidelity, and with all the brevity 
which may be conſiſtent with clearneſs and pre- 
ciſion, —Immediately, or very ſoon after the re- 
jection of Mr Pitt's motion on the 18th of April, 
for amending the Repreſentation, - Mr Wyvill 
waited upon him, and propoſed that this Bill 
might be draw! and publiſhed without delay. 
Among other reaſons for the meaſure, which are 
alluded to in the Letter of the 29th of July, 
1787, this alſo, as Mr Wyvill believes, was ſug- 
geſted to Mr Pitt, viz. that when the alterations 
- propoſed had been diſtinaly ſtated and laid be- 
fore the public in the uſual form of a Bill, pub- 
liſhed by himſelf, Meetings of the Friends of Po- 
litical Reformation might be held, by whom the 
Plan thus authenticated might be confidered and 
approved ; and thus the hitherto disjointed Party 
of Reformers might be united in one firm and 
compact Body, by whoſe unanimous efforts the 
ſucceſs of Mr Pitt's exertions, in the next Seſſion, 
or at leaſt in the courſe of the exiſting Parlia- 
ment, might moſt probably be ſecured. To this 
ſuggeſtion, Mr Pitt objected the impoſſibility of 
complying with it during this Seſſion, on account 
of the preſſure of public buſineſs, and the formi- 
dable oppoſition in Parliament. He wiſhed to 
reſerve the Bill till the favourable moment for 
carrying it was arrived, and in the mean time . 
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avail himſelf of all the light which could be 
thrown upon the ſubject, in order that every 
objection might be more maturely conſidered, 
every difficulty night be more effectually ob- 
viated, and every correction and improvement 
might be introduced, which would meliorate 
bis Plan, and render it at once acceptable to 
Parliament and the Public. ! 

Soon after this interview with Mr Pitt, Mr 
Wyvill was honoured with another, which he 
requeſted at the defire of a previous Meeting of 
Gentlemen, friendly to his moderate propoſal of 
Reformation, and anxious to unite the various 
bands of Reforiners on this ground. Their re- 
ſolution requeſting an authentic copy of his Plan 
was communicated to Mr Pitt: It was ſuggeſted 
| | to him, that although, for th: reaſons lately ſta- 
| 
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1 ted, it might be expedient to poſtpone the publi- 
| cation of his Bill for ſome: time; yet another me- 
thod might be taken, if it ſhould meet his ap- 
probation, which would anſwer the purpoſe for 
which the Gentlemen had ſolicited a copy of his 
Plan: That method was, to ſubſtitute a Sum- 
mary Explanation of the Principles of his Bill, 
inſtead of the Bill itſelf, to be drawn by Mr 
Wyvill, but authenticated to the intended Meet- 
ing by Mr Pitt. This would afford the proper 
ground for paß reſolutions of thanks and 
approbation; and thus the various ſects and ſub- 
diviſions of the Reformers might: be induced to 
coaleſce and ſupport his plan with their united 
ſtrength. Of this idea Mr Pitt expreſſed his ap- 
probation, provided care were taken in drawing 
the Summary Explanation, abſolutely to avoid 
FR every 
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every alluſion to the Heads of his Bill for amend- 
ing the Repreſentation. The reaſon for this re- 
ſtriction, as Mr Wyvill recollects, was this; 
that any ſuch alluſion would afford an oppor- 
tunity to ſome of his acute and vigilant oppo- 
nents in the Houſe of Commons to call u 

him for the publication of the Bill itſelf; a 


call with which, for the reaſons he had given, it 


would at that time be extremely inconvenient to 
comply, and yet with which compliance could 
not be refuſed, without hurting his character in 
the opinion of his reforming friends. With this 
reſtriction Mr Wyvill promiſed that bis Expla- 
nation ſhould be exactly conformable: It was 
drawn accordingly, with no reference to the 
Heads; it was ſeen and approved by Mr 
Pitt, and laid before the Meeting at the Thatch- 
ed - Houſe on the 24th of May, 1785; with autho- 


rity from Mr Pitt to declare to the Meeting, that . 


he acknowledged the Explanation to contain an 


exact and accurate account of the Principles of 


his intended Bill for amending the Repreſenta- 
tion, This was the literal performance of the 
only promiſe or engagement made by Mr Wyvill 
reſpecting the Paper in queſtion; and his ſilence 
upon this ſubject till the year 1793, amounts, in 
his conception, to the fulleſt performance of it 


allude to a certain Paper, upon a particular 
oceaſion, and for particular reaſons mentioned 
at the time when the promiſe is required, is not 
equivalent to a promiſe of perpetual ſecrecy; nor 
can it be confidered as binding on a change of 
circumſtances, under which thoſe reaſons have 
_ plainly 


in gon and in meaning. A promiſe not to 
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plainly ceaſed to exiſt. In the year 1785, the 
Miniſter's power reſted on no ſtable or ſecure 
foundation; the Ariſtocracy, reinforced by the 
perſonal friends, and led by the ſuper· eminent 
genius, of Mr Fox, preſented to Mr Pitt a for- 
midable phalanx of opponents, and the Crown 
viewed him with fear and jealouſy, which no- 
thing could have overcome but the ſuperior 
dread of his Great Rival. In this arduous and 
critical ſituation, Mr Pitt feared to call forth the 
animadverſions of his adverſaries on the ſubject 
of Reform, for they might prove extremely em- 
barraſſing; and he wiſhed not to excite the ſuſ- 
picions of his earlieſt and moſt ſincere friends, 
for their ſupport could not then be ſpared. But 
in 1793, the circumſtances of his political fitua- 
tion were advantageouſly changed: The confi- 
dence of the Crown was won; the ſtrength of 
his Rival was weakened by deſertions; the great 
Body of the Ariſtocracy was united with him, 
and his exorbitant power ſeemed fixed on a ſolid 
and permanent foundation: From the oppoſition 
of his Antagoniſt, he had nothing to fear; from 
the aſſiſtance of his Reforming Friends, he had 
nothing to hope. Thus circumſtanced, he did 
not ſcruple to give his negative, in a leſs pe- 
remptory tone at firſt, to Mr Flood's propoſition 
of Reform in the year 1790; and in 1792, he 
oppoſed, with an appearance of more canfirmed 
hoſtility, an intimation of a ſimilar motion by 
Mr Grey, and the motion itſelf in 1793. From 
this conduct it ſeems rightly to be collected, that 
the reaſons no longer exiſted for which ſilence 
had been required and promiſed; and, . 


. 
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that Mr Wyvill's engagement had been com. 
pletely fulfilled in ſpirit, as well as in the letter 
of it, by his ſilence down to the year 1793. The 


juſtice of this concluſion will be farther con- 


firmed by the conſideration, that ſilence was re- 
quired by Mr Pitt, not merely to prevent embar- 
raſſment to himſelf, but alſo for other more im- 
portant reaſons. In 1785 he was undoubtedly 
a zealous friend to the Reformation of Parlia- 
ment; honour and intereſt concurred with his 


early prejudices to inſpire that zeal ; they point- 


ed to that line of conduct as the road at once to 
power and true glory. When he delivered the 
Heads of his Bill ro Mr Wyvill, the Paper was 
unaccompanied with any condition or reſerve 


whatever. To determine with what intention 


it was thus delivered, it muſt be confidered what 
were his principles, what were his views at 


that time: Theſe, it has been ſeen, were deci». 
dedly favourable to the cauſe of Reformation 
and hence the concluſion follows undeniably, 


that the Paper in queſtion was put into Mr 
Wyvill's hands with a view to promote the 
cauſe of Reformation. Within two months after 
this Paper had been thus committed to Mr Wy- 
vill's cuſtody, in truſt for the public, Mr Pitt 
required ſecrecy reſpecting it, on a particular 
occaſion, for public as well as private reaſons, 


which have been already ſtated, exactly conforms 


able with that view which at firſt induced him 
to deliver it to Mr Wyvill. The reſerve was 
neceſſary, to prevent inconvenience to himſelf ; 
it was neceſſary alſo, to prevent injury to the 
common cauſe. The 1 inconvenience was 
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a circumſtance of tranſient duration; and re- 
ſpecting it, the writer's obligation to ſilence 
ſeems to have been fulfilled in 1793. He, there- 
fore, conſidered himſelf as then free from that 
engagement, and under the ſole obligation, in 
conformity with the truſt originally repoſed in 
him, to conſult the intereſt of the cauſe of Re- 
formation. The leaſt extended idea of that truſt 
bound him, he thought, to hold“ The Heads 
in behalf of the public, and in the contingent 
events of Mr Pitt's. death, or his abſolute hoſtility 

to Reform, to lay that Paper before the public. 
In the event of Mr Pitt's death, the obligation 
n the Heads ſeems inconteſtible; and 
By parity of reaſon, in the event of his manifeſt 
hoſtility to Reform, the fame obligation ſeems 
_ equally well founded. For let it be ſuppoſed, 
that from a change of intereſt or opinion, the 
ardour of Mr Pitt to defend the rights of the 
people is cooled, that his patriotic ſpirit is damp- 
ed and extinguiſhed by the mephitic gas of the 
Houfe of Commons, that his feelings are dead 
to the cauſe of Reformation, and alive only to 
the ſupport of that ſyſtem which he had ſolemn- 
ly engaged to deſtroy : In theſe circumſtances, it 
is evident that the publication in queſtion would 
be more neceflary than it would have been even 
in the contingency of the Miniſter's death. If 
that event had happened a few years ago, it 
would' have deprived the cauſe of Reformation 
of its ableſt and moſt powerful advocate: By his 
hoſtility to that cauſe, the Reformers not only 
loſe their Leader, but they find his abilities turn- 
ed againſt them; aided by the impoſing —_— 
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which his former zeal had procured him rein- 
forced by the formidable power of that ſtation 
to which their confidence had contributed to 
raiſe him. To aſcertain that hoſtility with pre- 
ciſion, may be a taſk as difficult as it muſt be 
painful to the Truſtee; but from the fact once 
clearly eſtabliſhed, his obligation to publiſh re- 
ſalts with equal certainty in this caſe as-in the 
other, and the neceſſity for it is more indiſpen- 
ſible. Such in 1793 were his conceptions of 
the nature of the truſt repoſed in him, and ſuch 
his ideas of the duty which future circumſtances 
might call him to perform. Ef 

At that time the tenor. of Mr Pitt's conduct 
for ſome years had excited ſtrong ſuſpicions in, 
his mind, that the public principles of the Mi- 
niſter were changed, that he was become hoſtile 
to Reformation, and never would publiſh his 
Bill. He felt it to be his duty, if time ſhould 
prove theſe ſuſpieions to be juſt, neither to con- 
cur with Mr Pitt in his tergiverſation, nor in 
compliance with his new ſyſtem to ſuppreſs the 
Paper in queſtion ; but in conformity with his 
intentions when that Paper was communicated, 
to execute his truſt with fidelity to the public. 
In pur fuance of theſe ideas, the alluſion to the 
„Heads“ was publiſhed in 1793; it was an in- 
timation to Mr Pitt, but leſs diſtinct and explicit 
than a ſubſequent intimation, that his ſincerity 
was ſuſpected; and it was a notification to him, 
that, in certain conceivable circumſtances, Mr Wy- 
vill held himſelf bound to publiſh this Paper. 

From theſe plain facts and obſervations, he 
truſts, it will be the * of his candid and 
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_ impartial judges, that the alluſion in 1793 to 
the Heads of Mr Pitt's Bill was an innocent 
and juſtifiable action. On the ſame grounds it 
may be admitted alſo, that he has a right to hold 
that Paper in truſt for the public, and to publiſh 
it in the event of Mr Pitt's death; and even be- 
fore that event, in the caſe of his manifeſt hoſti- 
lity to the cauſe of Reformation. That right 
he may be allowed to poſſeſs; but to exerciſe it 
upon flight preſumptions, conjectural ſurmiſes, 
or even plauſible probabilities of Mr Pitt's ter- 
giverſation, this, it may be ſaid, would be invi- 
dious and unbecoming ; and if not a breach of 
truſt, would at leaſt he a very indiſcreet, or a 
very malevolent, abuſe of it. And here it is 
readily granted, that the publication of that Pa- 
per without the Donor's conſent, on a haſty and 
ſlightly founded ſuppoſition of hoſtility, would 
be reprehenſible conduct in the Truſtee ; but he 
contends, that, on a rapid review of the whole 
caſe, the proofs will be found completely ſatis- 
factory; ſuch as a man of candour will aſſent 
to —ſuch as a man of probity ought to act on; 
and to which no additional ſtrength of evidence 
could well be given, but by a direct avowal of 
hoſtility from the Miniſter himſelf; for which 
the Truſtee ſurely cannot be expected to wait. 

1. From the rejection of Mr Pitt's motion of 
Reform in 1785, to the preſent moment, is a 
period of nearly eleven years. During this long 
courſe of time, Mr Pitt has not found a proper 
opportunity to publiſh his Bill, or to bring for- 
ward his motion of Reform afreſh; and to the 
_ propoſitions which other Reformers have 2 8 
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ced, at different times, he has given his uniform 


oppoſition. To juſtify: his inactivity in the for- 


mer part of this period, it may be truly alledged, 


that the public was become too languid in the 
purſuit of Reformation to afford a proſpect of 
ſucceſs; to excuſe it in the latter part, it may 
be pretended, that the great mals of the people 
were become ſo zealous for Reform, and had 
adopted ſuch extenſive expeQations of change, 
+ that any attempt to innovate would be danger- 
ous. But the tranſitions of popular opinion are 
not like thoſe of the weather, ſudden and mo- 


mentary; the paſſage of the nation from cold to _ 


hot,. from too little zeal to too much, was un- 
doubtedly gradual; and in this progreſs of opi- 


nion, there muſt have been a time when the 


nation had reached that happy temperature of 
zeal, without exceſs, when moderate Reform 
might have been propoſed with ſafety, and with 
a fair probability of ſucceſs. Why was not this 
attempted by the Miniſter in the year 1790, or 
in 1791? Surely not becauſe there was then too 
much zeal for change; for a contrary reaſon 
was oppoſed to Mr Flood. And why did he 
diſcourage Reform in the two ſucceeding years ? 
Surely not becauſe there was too little zeal for 
Reformation ; for a contrary reaſon was oppoſed 
to Mr Grey. Mr Pitt is too ſagacious to have 


overlooked the golden opportunity; the juſt 


conclufion is, his ſyſtem was changed. 

2. With this concluſion his other meaſures 
about this time accord, and confirm the fuppo- 
ſition. The Proclamations againſt Sedition were 


drawn in terms of ſuch extenſive import, as 
E 3 | would 


1 ®F 
would have- condemned himſelf and his own 
former meaſures, had a ſimilar edi& been iſſued 
in the year 1782. The profeſſed object of theſe 
Proclamations was, to ſtigmatize and diſgrace 
the raſh Republican, who had then dared to 
libel the Conſtitution of : England ; and his de- 
luded followers, who aimed with him not to 
repair, but to overthrow the fabric of our Go- 
vernment. But by the inſidious terms in which 
thoſe Proclamations were drawn, the former 
friends of the Miniſter were comprehended in 


the common maſs of ſeditious delinquents, and 


the. peaceful adherents of his own moderate plan 
of Reformation were injuriouſly claſſed with men 
who fought the eſtabliſhment of a democratic - 
Government through all the calamities of a civil 
war and a forcible Revolution, 

3. After having thus diſgraced the cauſe of 
moderate Reform in the eyes of the public, and 
expoſed his earlieſt friends to the malice of in- 
- formers and the rage of political bigots, he has 
purſued the leſs cautious Reformers in every part 
of the kingdom with unrelenting ſeverity ; the 
_ conviction of fome of theſe unfortunate perſons 
has been effected in a mode diſgraceful to the 
Judicature of our country, and the puniſhment 
inflicted upon others has been ſuch as humani 
cannot but lament and diſapprove. Of ſome of 
theſe patriot criminals the only guilt has been, 
that they preſumed to expreſs, in language once 
the Miniſter's, their contempt and deteſtation of 
public abuſes : of others the crime proved has 
deen, that, following his example, they have dared 
to animate and exhort the people in their ſeveral 

| counties 


counties and diſtricts to meet, to aſſociate, and 
to exert every legal power then veſted in the col- 
lective body to deſtroy thoſe abuſes, and reſtore 
the Legiſlature to its ancient purity. For offen- 
ces like theſe, they have been tried as incendia- 
ries and felons; they have been doomed to long 
impriſonment, or a worſe tranſportation to a 


ſavage land. After that, the rancour of official 


proſecution charged ſome of the moſt diſtinguiſh- 


ed of theſe Reformers with the guilt of Treaſon. 


A part of them were tried and abſolved by their 


country; but miniſterial petulance dared to con- 


 demn them. At laſt the Juries, by their un- 


ſhaken adherence to juſtice; diſcouraged the odi- 


ous purſuit; and the reſt of, theſe victims were 
diſmifled without a trial, to repair their health 
and fortunes, ſhattered and broken by the ri- 
gours of confinement, and to enjoy their inno- 
cence as well as they could in the boſom of 


their ruined families. Some of thoſe perſons 


might be raſh and miſguided zealots, who ad- 
vanced inadmiſſible claims of Reform, and pro- 


moted thoſe claims by means which no friend 
to peace and order will undertake to juſtify. 
Univerſal ſuffrage ſeems to be unadviſable in the 


preſent corrupt ſtate of ſociety : extremely nu- 
merous aſſemblies of the people always have 
. ſome tendency to diſorder and tumult; and in 
any ſtate of ſociety, diſorder and tumult ought 
to be checked and repreſſed. But to a Govern- 
ment ſupported as our's is, by an immenſe reve- 


nue, and the greateſt military force ever main- 


tained in Britain, a few taſh men could not be 
juſtly formidable. To the Miniſter of Reform 
E 4 | they 
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they were objects not of his vindictive purſuit, 
but of his lenity and forbearance; for his exam- 
ple had miſled them. Inſtead, therefore, of ex- 
aggerating their indiſcretions into acts of Trea- 
ſon, it would have well become him to have 
pardoned them; mixing with his mercy due vi- 
gilance to prevent any dangerous exceſſes, and 
haſtening to cloſe the ſource of diſcontent and 
diſturbance, by granting a prudent redreſs of 


thoſe grievances, of which, he cannot deny, they 
juſtly complain. | | 
4. But inſtead of redreſs, the Miniſter gave the 
ple a war; furious, bloody, and portending 
incalculable evils to England. The origin of this 
creat calamity may be traced with probability to 
a concurrence of circumſtances apparently fortu- 
itous and inſignificant. It chanced, or, to ſpeak 
more properly, it was permitted by Providence, 
that, during the tempeſts of the French Revolu- 
tion, two very extraordinary men, Thomas Paine 
and Edmund Burke, ſhould appear in this coun- 
try: Each of thele perſonages is endowed with 
that fanatical zeal, and that heat and irritability 
of temper, by which the poſſeſſor is fitted, in ſuit. 
able conjunctures, and with adequate talents, to 
ſpread the flames of war, and to promote Revo- 
-Jutions in the world. Thomas Paine is unlearn- 
ed; but nature has given him a ſtrong, though 
coarſe, underſtanding, with much originality of 
thought and energy of expreſſion. He is fitted by 
nature to be a democratic Leader; and early pre- 
judice, habit, and a variety of accidental circum- 
Rances, confirmed the original tendency of his 
mind, Edmund Burke bas had the advantage of. 


a 
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a learned education: His genius is ſhowy, but 
not ſolid ; copious, but not correct. His judg- _ 
ment is inferior to that of many of his co- 
temporaries ; but he unites induſtry with wit, 
humour, and a brilliant, though diſordered, 
imagination: His elocution is rapid, and well 
adapted to the ſportive or impetuous ſtyle of 
oratory in which he excels; but he is ſeldom ar- 
gumentative, and more ſeldom convincing. Had 
literature been his profeſſional purſuit, he might 
have ſhone through many a volume a ſplendid, 
ſuperficial Rhetorician, decked in the ornaments * 
of a glittering eloquence, and proud of his tinſel. 
For philoſophical reſearch, his faculties are lefs 
fit; and in the more abitruſe ſciences he proba- 
bly never could have diſcovered one important 
truth ; but, like Fontenelle, he might have ex- 
plained what others had invented, and might 
have embelliſhed the ſyſtem of Newton with wit, 
pathos, and all the tinkling trappings of his me- 
taphorical ſtyle. But he was doomed to be 
litician ; and the pride of genius and learning 
tted him to be an ariſtocrat. Early connection 
with an honoured Nobleman confirmed this na-, ms. 
tural and acquired tendency ; he was at firſt his 
dependent; then, freed from that ſervitude 
his noble Patron's munificence at his death, he 
became the counſellor and confidential guide of 
an alarmed ariſtocracy. At the period alluded 
to, the popular ſocieties for Reform had received 
a rapid increaſe : The grateful zealot of ariſto- 
cracy trembled with rage and fear at the ap- 
proaching ruin of their uſurpations. But one 
great effort to ſave them muſt be made; Ie 
1 , Or- 
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fortunately for his purpoſe, the exceſſes of the 
French Revolution held out a conſoling hope 
that the ſyſtem of abuſes might be prolonged, 
perhape perpetuated. He deſcribed thoſe exceſ- 
_ fes, and predicted more, in the tragic colours of an 
eloquence but too well ſuited to their enormity; 
and events ſtill gratified his humanity with a 
fulfilment of his predictions. On this: occaſion, 
the raſh Republican who had before-denied that 
we have a Conſtitution, ſtept forth a ſecond time 
into the field of combat, and, in his rage for 
confuſion, propoſed an Agrarian tax for Eng- 
land, holding forth to the poor the plunder of 
the rich. This was the very act of folly and te- 
merity which his ariſtocratic antagoniſt probably 
wiſhed; and now Burke, with the united ariſto- 
cracy at his back, called with impetuous vocife. 
ration for a cruſade againſt France, and the dor- 
mancy of our Conſtitution. This was the criti- 
cal period of Mr Pitt's adminiſtration. If the 
Miniſter, at that time, had firmly oppoſed each 
of theſe combuſtible politicians; if he had ſe- 
cured the peace of the country againſt the wild 
projects of Paine, and reſiſted the counſels of 
Burke, as wild, and in the event far more perni- 
cious, he would have been the greateſt benefac- 
tor to the country and to mankind. He might, 
indeed, have been turned out of his official ſitu- 
ation; but the unanimous voice of a grateful 
public would ſoon have recalled him to it, with 
full power to carry into effect thoſe neceſſary 
plans of Reformation with which his political 
courſe had been begun. Inſtead of thus mount - 


. 


ing to the ſummit of true glory, and there 
e | placing 


G3 
placing himſelf on a level with Waſhington, he 
was diſcouraged by the ſhort difficulties of the 
aſcent ; he choſe to deſcend from the eminence 
he had attained, and to keep the undiſturbed 
poſſeſſion of the firſt ſeat at the Board of Trea- 
ſury. Sound policy required him. to hold a 


middle courſe between the two dangerous ex- 


tremes of Paine and Burke. But Burke's vio- 
lence in the Senate for a war with France was 
not ill adapted to the new ſyſtem of the Miniſ- 
ter, and it gradually appeaſed their long hoſtili- 
ty. Inſtead of ſhunning each of theſe inflamma- 
tory men, he flew from the turbulent Republi- 


can to embrace the factious Enthuſiaſt of the 


Ariſtocracy. To the wildeſt flights of Burke's 
maddening imagination he nodded approba- 


tion; and Burke declared himſelf much dulcified ' 


to him. Soon after that, negociation, humbly 
and repeatedly ſought by the Government of 
France, was proudly rejected by the Engliſh Mi- 
niſter; the military force by ſea and land was 
rapidly augmented, and nothing but a pretext 
ſeemed wanting for an immediate commence- 
ment of hoſtilities. But when war is reſolved 
on, a pretext can never be long wanted. The 
pretext found, was the death of Louis the Six- 
teenth, after a declaration in the Engliſh Parlia- 
ment that peace or war ſhould be the conſequence 


of the pardon or execution of that Monarch. 


On this unjuſt interference depended a queſtion 
which involved the fate of a great part of man- 


kind. The declaration haſtened the death of the 


unfortunate Monarch it was meant to fave, and 
that event to the Engliſh Cabinet was decifive 
r ORR 
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EF. 
for war ; and yet high authority has not ſcrupled 


to call it a juſt and neceſſary war. 
It is true that the determination for war was 
not without ſome pretence of provocation to this 
country; but it was ſuch provocation as our own 
conduct had excited, and ſuch as a Waſhington 
would have pardoned. in-a nation ſtruggling for 
liberty, inflamed and almoſt diſtracted in the 
paroxyſm of a revolutionary fever. His humane 
and prudent policy might have taught the Mi- 
niſter not to have ſought pretexts for war, but 
to have ſhunned them; to have been prepared 
for defence, but to have maintained neutrality ; 
and to have tried every expedient of patience 
and temperate negociation to have preſerved the 
peace of his country. Such was the actual con- 
duct of the wiſe Stateſman of America under 
ſimilar or greater provocations from France; and 
fuch would have been the counfel of Burke, if 
he had been cool, diſintereſted, and wiſe like 
Waſhington. But the character of our penſion- 
ed Politician is the very reverſe; in his temper, 
paſſionate and fiery; in his purſuit of power and 
emolument, eager and indefatigable; in his pub- 
lic counſels, raſh and violent: his claims to the 
honours of a true Patriot or a wiſe Stateſman 
will be diſallowed by poſterity. '! In public life 
he has neither been independent nor diſintereſt- 
ed. Before the French Revolution, the general 
tenor of his conduct was little uſeful to his coun- 
try; after that event, it has been pernicious both 
to his country and to the general intereſts of 
humanity. | | 
Unfortunately, the Miniſter preferred the fu- 
— rious 
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rious ſuggeſtions of a paſſionate Declaimer to the 
example of Waſhington's juſt and humane poli- 
cy ; poſlibly, too, the unjuſt and delufive hope to 
diſmember France and aggrandize Great - Britain 
might contribute to miſlead him. The avowed 
purpoſe of the war, at leaſt it was avowed by the 
Miniſter's new adviſer, was to perpetuate. the 
eſtabliſhed ſyſtem of abuſes; to beat down and 
for ever ſuppreſs the Jacobinical principles of 
Locke and Sidney, of Savile and Chatham. 
And what has been the reſult of this war, ſo 
eagerly commenced, on views ſo juſt and reaſon- 
able? An unprecedented expence of blood and 


treaſure; a long ſeries of diſaſters, intermixed 


with ſucceſſes few and inadequate; impending 
famine ; approaching bankruptcy; and an ag- 


gravation of national diſcontent, accompanied 


with unequivocal proofs, perſonally applied to 
the Miniſter, of the anger and reſentment of the 


people. The ſyſtem of war and coercion, inſtead 


of appeaſing the popular diſcontents, has been 
found to inflame them; and the clamours of a 
ſtarving populace have daily reſounded louder 
and louder in the ears of Majeſty for Peace and 
a Reform of Parliament. | 

5. But hence have been furniſhed freſh pre- 
texts to the Miniſter for his enterprizes again(t 


the rights and liberty of his country, To ſtifle 
theſe complaints, the galling cord of coercion 


has been ſtrained with augmented rigour, and 
ſuddenly the people have found themſelves ex- 
poſed, by a new and ſevere ſtatute, to vague and 
conſtructiue charges of Treaſon ; and by another 
act, more dangerous ſtill, deprived of their an- 


cient 
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cient and indubitable right to Free Diſcuſſion and 
Free Petition. In vain was it pleaded by the 
advocates of theſe rights, that, for the fault of 
a few deſperate individuals, innocent Millions 
ought not, and juſtly could not, forfeit their un- 
doubted rights; in vain was it pleaded, that, as 
far as human laws can protect them, the ancient 
law of the land was clearly ſufficient to protect 
his Majeſty's Perſon and Government; that to 
violate the privileges of the people, ſolemnly ſti- 
pulated for them at the Revolution, and con- 

firmed by the Bill of Rights, was a procedure 
big with injuſtice and danger; that a precedent 
thus trenching on that fundamental law had a 
manifeſt tendency to unſettle the Government, 
and if not quickly reverſed by Parliament, on 
the remonſtrances of an injured and indignant 
people, would lead by certain conſequence ei- 
ther to confuſion, - or the ſpeedy extirpation of 
our liberties. The influence of the Miniſter of 
Reform prevailed; the injurious Bills were paſ- 
fed; the people were reſtrained in the exerciſe 
of their right to petition, and by this privation 
the only rational ground of hope was loſt, that a 
peaceful interpoſition of the people might effe& 
a Reformation of Parliament. By 'a' vigorous 
exertion the nation may recover theſe loſt rights, 
and with them reſtore the proſpe& of a future re- 
dreſs of their other grievances ; but after this 
conduct of the Miniſter, no change of meaſures 
can reſtore to him the loſt eſteem and confidence 
of the public. Let Mr Pitt's moſt partial friends 
now declare, whether his hoſtility to Reform be 
ſill problematical; or, whether the tenor of his 
| | | conduct 
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conduct has not clearly demonſtrated that he is 
become an enemy to that neceſſary meaſure. 
This is the material point in the preſent Caſe; - 
it is the hinge on which the judgment of his 
judges will turn, either to approve or cenſure 
the conduct of the Truſtee. If this point be 
clearly eſtabliſhed, as he hopes it is, objections 
drawn from the temper of the times can have 
little weight to diſſuade the publication. It is 
not his intention to aggravate faults, or to in- 
flame diſcontent: the faults have been committed, 
and the diſcontent has been excited; and it is 
his purpoſe to demonſtrate thoſe faults, in order 
only that they may be corrected; to evince the 
juſtice of the popular complaint, only that it 
may be redreſſed; and to point out the approach- 
ing danger, only that it may be avoided. He 
wiſhes to impreſs on the perſons chiefly concern- . 
ed, what he conceives to be inconteſtible truths; 
that it were better and wiſer to endeavour to 
conciliate than to cruſh the people; that it were 
more juſt, more humane, and ſafer too, to make 
ſeaſonable and prudent conceſſions, than to at- 
tempt to ſuppreſs the ſpirit of Reform by the 
ſtrong hand of military power. Conceſſion may 
ſecure the public tranquillity, and augment the | 
public happineſs; the attempt to compel ſub- 
miſſion without redreſs would be _— ruin Ii 
oug whether, in the fatal conteſt that muſt enſue, '® 
the people were victors or overcome. Before 
the war with France took place, he foreſaw that | 
the ſyſtem ſo vehemently preſſed by the zealot ; 
of ariſtocracy could tend to nothing but an ag- 
ee of the then 2 diſcontent, and 
* finally 
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finally to deſperation and national confuſion, In 


his public Letter to Mr Pitt, he ſtated theſe evits 


as the too probable conſequence of a great fo- 
reign war, and an internal ſyſtem adverſe to the 
rights of the people. In the progreſs of this un- 


_ fortunate war, and in the evolution of this unpo- 


pular ſyſtem, their calamitous conſequences have 
but too plainly and diſtinctly verified the former 
part of his prediction; and aggravated diſcontent 
now threatens that cataſtrophe which every good 
citizen muſt deprecate and wiſh to avert. In 
this perilous ſtate of the country, he wiſhes to 
alk men in power, Shall we perſevere in the mea- 


| ſures which have manifeſtly produced this alarm- 


ing change in the temper of the people? Shall we 
perſevere in this fatal war, contending at every 


_ poſlible riſque for advantages; ſome of which are 


ideal, ſome may be more ſubſtantial, but are evi- 
dently unattainable? Shall we perſevere in the 


ſyſtem of internal coercion, protecting acknow- 


ledged abuſes, and advancing with haſty ſtrides, 
like raviſhers in open day, to invade the rights of 
the people, and violate the proſtrate Conſtitution? - 
Is it thus we expect to ſecure the tranquillity of 
the country, by leaving the great maſs of the 
community no property to loſe, and no privilege 
which they can think ſecure ? In this dangerous 


criſis, is it the part of a faithful ſubje& and real 
well-wiſher to his country to diſſemble grievan- 
ces; to acquieſce under the dangerous policy of 


the new ſyſtem, and ſuffer a daring Miniſter to 
go on, unwarned, heaping miſery upon miſery, 
till the veſſel of national patience be filled and. 


run over? Or, is it not rather truly nn 
r t 
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that character, to raiſe his voice, however feeble 
it may be, and to beſeech and adjure the Repre- 
ſentatives of the nation to return to the ways of 
peace and ſafety; to exert their conſtitutional 


powers to cloſe the unjuſt and fatal conteſt with 
France; and to redreſs with moderation and pru - 


dence, before it be too late, thoſe great and ac- 
knowledged grievances of which the public com · 
plain? There was in the year 1780 more violent 
fermentation in the minds of the lower claſſes of 


the people, and it burſt out in acts of more exten» 
five and dangerous outrage than thoſe which have 


been witnefled at this time. Indolent, and per- 


haps timid, as Lord North was, he reliſted the 


demands of an intolerant populace, and he did 


well. He was nobly ſupported in it by Sir G. 


Savile and other wife Patriots of that day: With 
all their regard for the ſenſe of the people, with 
all their condeſcenſion for their prejudices, they 
felt the diſgrace which muſt attend their yielding 


to the barbarous wiſh of intolerance; they felt 
had. ated aright in extending toleration, 


and they generouſly reſolved to brave the 


popu- 
lar fury, and maintain the benevolent ſyſtem 
they had eſtabliſhed.” The miſguided people were 
aſhamed of their unjuſt and intemperate conduct, 


and the juſt firmneſs of Parliament abaſhed into- 
lerance for ever. But far different from the 
wiſdom of that perſeverance would be the reſo- 
lution of Parliament to perſiſt in ſupporting the 
new ſyſtem of the Miniſter. The lower c of 
the people may manifeſt fymptoms of impatient 
difcontent, againſt which the Executive Govern- 


ment t to keep a vigi uard ; but the 
"_ A heat Lak. 
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Legiſlature is bound to appeaſe that diſcontent, 
if poſſible, by lenient and conciliatory means. 
It is, perhaps, among things poſſible, that le- 
nity and prudent conceſſion might fail to ſoothe 
and pacify the people, and reſtore perfect har- 
mony and tranquillity to the country; but a bare 
poſſibility of a failure is no ſufficient reaſon why 
the humane experiment ſhould not firſt be tried. 
If it ſhould ſucceed, a world of mifery would be 


ſaved; but till the effect of lenient meaſures has 


been proved, a ſyſtem of coercion and reſtraint is 
neither juſt nor politic. It is unjuſt to cavil at 
the cries of the people, and to refùſe redreſs, be- 
cauſe it may be aſked with impatience, in too 
loud a tone; it is in theſe times doubly impolitic 
to alienate their affections, when juſtice 1s all they 
aſk. The abuſes which are complained of are real 


and moſt pernicious abuſes; the beſt and wiſeſt 
men in the kingdom, with the Miniſter himſelf at 


their head, have ſanctioned their complaints, and 
propoſed redreſs. The people are now contend- 
ing againſt uſurpations and abuſes, the neceſſary 
conſequence of which, if uncorrected, muſt be 
the loſs of public liberty, the depravation of 
public morals, and a Government ſupported 
againſt the virtue and good ſenſe of the nation; 


firſt, by corruption; at laſt, by tyrannical force 
alone. Univerſal ſuffrage may be an inadmiſſi- 
ble principle of Reform in the preſent ſtate of 
this country, and immenſely numerous aſſem- 
blies of the people may well excite ſome appre- 


henſion of tumult; but to ſuppreſs theſe great 


aſſemblies by penal laws, and leave the diſcon- 
tents of the people unappeaſed by any redreſs, 


may 
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may produce a ſhort interval of calm, but it will 
ſoon be ſucceeded by greater ſtorms than ever. 


The means propoſed by the people for effectiug 
their end may be improper, but the end itſelf is 
good and laudable. To cut off confeſſed abuſes, 
and to deſtroy corruption, they'are ſure muſt be 


proper, and it is now their turn to feel they are 


right. The perſeverance of Parliament. would 
not now abaſh them; it would but increaſe 
and exaſperate their diſcontent ; and thus Parlia- 


ment might too probably loſe their confidence 


for ever. 


To prevent this fatal evil, and to ſecure the ge- 


nuine principles of the Conſtituaon, muſt be the 
wiſh of every good citizen. Except the few Pa- 
trons of Boroughs, Peers, and Commoners, who 


form an Ariſtocracy which is unknown and hoſ- 


tile to the Conſtitution, all are intereſted to pro- 
mote a temperate Reform of thoſe abuſes which 
conſtitute the power of that Ariſtocracy. Some 
of theſe -Peers and Commoners, on whom the 
chance of their birth has devolved a ſhare in the 
unconſtitutional powers alluded to, have nobly 


ſet the example of preferring the juſt ſecurity of . 


the people's rights to the retention of an odious 
and unjuſt command, If aught of prudence or an 
honourable ſhame, or a ſtill more laudable feel - 
ing of benevolence, could induce a few of their 
brethren to renounce that iniquitous patronage, 
all might yet be well. Let the new ſyſtem of the 
_ Miniſter be abandoned; let peace be concluded 
with France on equitable terms; let a Reforma- 
tion of Parliament, on Mr Pitt's ſafe and mode- 
rate plan, be granted, with a reſtoration of our 

| F'2 * 
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ancient and indubtable right to free diſcuſſion 


and free petition, and the quiet and happineſs of 


the country will be effectually ſecured. Theſe 


are the means, the only means, by which the 
nation may be reſtored to that good temper on 
which the preſervation of its internal peace de- 
pends, and to that cordial eſteem and veneration 
ſor its Government, in which, after the conclu- 
ſion of a peace with France, the only juſt and 
permanent ſecurity can be found againſt the in- 
creaſing power of the French Republic, and a- 
gainſt the progreſs of their democratic principles. 

The motives which have been afhgned for the 
Truſtees ſuſpicion, and conſequent breach with 
Mr Pitt, he is confident will not be queſtioned 
by his honourable friends, on whoſe account 


he firſt thought of drawing this plea, ' in the 


anxious hope to obtain their acquittal and ap- 
probation : But, he doubts not, it wilt be faid 
by uncandid bigots, and mercenary adherents to 
the Miniſter, that the breach, and the ſubſe- 
quent publications, have been occaſioned by 
pique and reſentment. To this random objec- 
tion it might be ſufficient to return an anſwer 
when any particular cauſe of offence were aſſign- 
ed, or any particular time were fixed when this 
pretended pique. and reſentment took place: But 
Mr Wyvill will not allow a ſurmiſe fo falſe the 
exiſtence of a moment. He aſſerts, and he be- 
lieves that Mr Pitt and his honourable friends 
are too juſt not to confirm the affertion, that the 
conduct of Mr Wyvill in publifhing his correſ- 


pondence with Mr Pitt has not originated in 
any perſonal quarrel. No time can be fixed as 


the 


„ 1 


moment when any ſuppoſed offence was given; 
nor can any ſort of incivility be ſpecified, which 
it will not be eaſy for Mr Wyvill to difprove, 
The conjecture has no foundation in fact, and is 
nothing more than an imaginary fuppoſition. 
Mr Wyvill never received aught at the hands of 
Mr Pitt but perſonal civility, with many proofs 


of his eſteem and regard. For thoſe civilities, 


and for the eſteem and confidence with which 


Mr Pitt was pleaſed to honour him, he returned 


atitude and affectionate attachment, increaſed 


y high reſpe& for his political character. In 


his public demeanour, and in debate with his 


antagoniſts, Mr Pitt may be lofty and daring; 


but in his deportment in private ſociety there is 
much eaſe and affability : He poſſeſſes a rich 


fund of benignity and good · nature; and it is not 


eaſy to approach him in the freedom of friendly 
intimacy, without feeling a ſtrong predilection 
for him. Mr Wyvill loved the Man, and looked 
up to the Miniſter with reverence and venera- 
tion, as a truly Patriot Stateſman, devoted to 
combat and deſtroy the monſtrous ſyſtem of cor- 
ruption, and deſtined to the high honour to be 


the political ſaviour of his country. In the eſti- 


mation of Mr Wyvill, his connection with Mr 


Pitt was the pride and honour of his life: But 


in the progreſs of his adminiſtration, events 
occurred which inſpired ſome ſerious ſuſpicions 


of his real intention and views, and gradually 


lowered this lofty idea of his charaQter. Con- 
fidence in a pure and exalted character is a 


pleaſing ſenſation ; it is always quitted with re- 


luQance ; and the beginning of this diſtruſt was, 
3 0 
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to the writer, matter of deep regret and morti- 


fication. A painful ſtruggle enſued between 


habitual prejudice and perſonal regard on the 
one ſide, and growing diſtruſt and public duty 
on the other. At laſt, by the farther unfolding 
of his new ſyſtem, in the courſe of a few years, 
ſuſpicion was gradually changed into conviction, 
duty overcame the united powers of prejudice 
and perſonal partiality, the connection with Mr 
Pitt was reſigned, and the letter of Feb. 9, 1793, 


announcing this publication, was laid before the 


public. 

From. the ſame uncandid and mercenary quar- 
ters may be expected another ſurmiſe equally 
contrary to fact, and for which not the ſlighteſt 
appearance of probability can be pleaded, It 


will probably be ſaid, that Mr Wyvill is a man 


chagrined by difappointment in his ambitious 
views through Mr Pitt; that his preſent conduct 
is dictated by the uſual ſelfiſhneſs of politicians ; 
that he wiſhes thus to recommend himſelf to 
new connections, and, by their aſſiſtance, to 


purſue more ſucceſsfully his favourite objects, 


the acquiſition of profeſſional dignity, or the re- 


newal of family honour. He does not affect to 


Ban! 


deſpiſe the honours of his profeſſion; he does 
not pretend to think that the recovery of the 
rank long held by thoſe who preceded him in 
the poſſeſſion of his patrimony would be no be- 
nefit to his family: But theſe acquiſitions have 


not been the objects of his ambition. 


When he commenced his political courſe in 
Yorkſhire, near ſeventeen years ago, ſome of the 


Gentlemen of this County, for whoſe public 


virtue 
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virtue and public views he feels the ſincereſt re- 
ſpect, were pleaſed to expreſs their confidence in 
his integrity. His reply was, that he hoped 
their confidence would remain undiminiſhed, as 
long as his ſituation ſhould remain unchanged. 
He is not totally unexperienced in the world, or 
abſolutely ignorant of the ways and paſſages, 
though often dark and intricate, by which pro- 
motion may be moſt ſucceſsfully attained. When 
their confidence had opened to him the door of 
advancement, he could have availed himſelf of 
the opportunity, if to profit by his politics had 
been his deſign. His viſible ſituation is now ex- 
actly what it was then; it is, in fact, the ſame 
ſituation. To this deciſive circumſtance he 
might truſt the ſure, though ſilent, confutation 
of the miſrepreſentation he has here anticipated. 
But he wiſhes not to leave his innocence re- 
ſpecting the ſuppoſed imputation to be inferred 
by the candour or lenity of his judges: His an- 
ſwer ſhall be direct and explicit. He aſſerts, 
therefore, and once more he truſts Mr Pitt will 
confirm the aſſertion, that he has never aſked or 
accepted from him any favour, great or ſmall, ei- 
ther for himſelf or any of his friends. He might 
juſtly extend the ſame aſſertion to all the other 
perſons in miniſterial ſtations with whom it has 
been his fortune to have any intercourſe or con- 
nection. The ſuppoſed charge, therefore, that 
his preſent conduct is the effect of chagrin and 
diſappointment, muſt be altogether unfounded. 

Mr Wyvill was aware, that there is in the beſt 
of men a great portion of frailty and fallibility 
that the temptations to which they are expoſed 
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in public life are ſtrong and numerous, and that 
the human heart is apt to be corrupted by the 
long poſſeſhon of power. Of Mr Pitt's inte- 
prity.and wiſdom his eſteem was high ; but he 

ew the extreme difficulty of the enterpriſe he 
had undertaken : He knew his virtue would be 
aſſailed by every poſſible temptation which the 


Court and the Ariſtocracy could employ to inti- 


midate or ſeduce him from his purpoſe;. and 
even Mr Pitt's virtue might yield to their tamp- 
tations. It was poſſible that he might ſhrink 


from the glorious taſk he had engaged in, and, 


inſtead of perſevering in the ſtruggle to beſtow 
on his country the ſecure enjoyment of its liber - 
ty, under a Government controuled by a re- 
formed and virtuous Repreſentative of the Peo- 
ple, he might turn his whole power and credit 
to ſupport eſtabliſhed abuſes and corruptions. 
He felt, therefore, that it was poſſible the im- 
perious voice of duty might call upon him to re- 
nounce his connection, and to oppoſe him in the 
proſecution of his new ſyſtem of Adminiſtration. 
But obligation and independence are incompati- 
ble; and public duty can only be performed 
with unblemiſhed integrity by men who have 
kept their minds free oe uninfluenced by fa- 


vours. He, therefore, determined to preſerve - 
his freedom and independence, by never min- 


gling with the crowd of ſervile and ſelfiſh men, 
who ſeek emolument or honours at the levees of 
a Miniſter : He never ſtooped to ſolicit or accept 
any miniſterial favour : He is, and always has 
been, abſolutely free from obligation to the pre- 
ſent Miniſter, and all his predeceflors in power; 

| and 


I. 
and the reſult of the freedom of judgment thus 
preſerved is the conduct which has been here 


explained to the public. N 


But no proof of innocence can be ſo clear and 
cogent as to convince the enraged bigot, or re- 


duce the hireling advocate of power to ſilence. 


No miſrepreſentation is too bold and daring for 


the front of the hireling; no calumny is too 


oſs and abſurd for the credulity of the bigot. 
| an after the ſtatement of theſe facts, the 
charge of ambition probably will be repeat- 
ed; but it will meet the ſilence of the injured 
perſon, and the feprobation of impartial and 
equitable men. They will have ſeen the proofs 
of his probity z and, he truſts, they” will not 


ſuffer the opinion eſtabliſhed on the firm foun- 
dation of theſe facts to be overturned by the 


breath of rumour or idle ſurmiſe. Judging of 
his preſent intention by his paſt conduct, they 


will not eaſily credit the aſſertion, that he who 


hitherto has ſhunned the ſnares of obligation 
with ſo much care, is now willing to entangle 
himſelf in them; that the man ſo jealous of his 
independence, who long ſupported the Miniſter, 
but never would be his partizan, is now ſeeking 
to be the vaſſal of ſome new political chieftain, 
and to ſacrifice the conſcious pride of integrity 
to the baſe views of a ſelfiſh ambition. It is true 
he honours the great Stateſmen, and their co- 
adjutors in each Houle of Parliament, who have 

ſed the new ſyſtem of the Miniſter : He ap- 
proves their principles; he admires their talents; 
he applauds their perſeverance; and, as far as 
his flender means permit, he will co-operate 
| with 
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wich them to ſave the ſinking liberties of his 
country. But he is not their follower or their 
partizan; he is, and he will be, the partizan 
and ſervant to the public alone. 

Such is the plea for the paſt and the intended 
conduct of the Writer reſpecting Mr Pitt, and the 
Paper which he intruſted to his cuſtody. It is 
conduct which has been haſtily blamed by men, 
whoſe acquittal and approbation on this explana- 
tion of facts and their motives he ſtill covets, and 
is not without hope to obtain. But if, after this 


ſtatement, Mr Pitt's honourable friends alluded 


to ſhould retain their unfavourable opinion, it is 
conduct which he will not regret, if men, partial 
neither to the Miniſter nor himſelf, ſhall pro- 
nounce his abſolution. To the judgment of an 
impartial public, therefore, he commits his caſe ; 
and he awaits their deciſion with reſpect, but 


without fear or purturbation. In the courſe of 
political buſineſs in which he has been engaged, 
he is conſcious of having acted with integrity; 


and on the preſent occaſion it has been His moſt 
anxious endeavour to do his duty to the public, 
and at the fame time to avoid all injuſtice or 
perſonal diſreſpect to Mr Pitt. But it is poſſible, 
that, either from the ſtrength of his zeal, or the 
weakneſs of his judgment, he may have fallen 
into ſome error 1 the nature of the truſt 
in queſtion. He is abſolutely unconſcious of it, 
and he hopes it has not really happened. But 
if, in the judgment of candid, judicious, and 
experienced men, he has been thus miſled, and 
without irapropriety cannot publiſh the Paper in 
queſtion without the conſent of Mr Pitt, he 
l 1s 
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is not inclined to controvert the judgment of. 
ſuch men, or to perſiſt in his preſent intention 
againſt their deciſion. He will bow with defer», 
ence to the authority of ſuch men, and, in 
conformity with their opinion, will poſtpone 
the intended publication: And, he truſts, that 
with them the rectitude of his intention may 
plead his excuſe for unperceived and involuntary 
error. But if he has been fortunate enough to 
convince them that- he holds that Paper in truſt 
for the public, and that, under the circumſtances 
ſtated, he has a right to publiſh it, their opinion 
will confirm his own, and he will, without delay, 
produce the Paper in diſpute. 

In times like the preſent it cannot be danger - 
ous to draw the attention of the public to the 
mild, but effectual, plan of Reformation pro- 
poſed by Mr Pitt in the purer period of his Ad- 
miniſtration. It was then propoſed, becauſe it 
was thought expedient to allay the juſt diſſatis- 
faction of the people: It is more expedient now, 
becauſe their diſcontent is greater; it has been 
increaſed by delay and diſappointment, and no- 
thing but redreſs can terminate with ſafety the 
preſent fermentation. It is the diſpoſition to re- 
fuſe redreſs which is dangerous, not the ſtate- 
ment of moderate terms on which it may be 
prudent to aſk it, nor the reſolution to concede . 
when ſuch terms are aſked by an aggrieved peo- 
ple. The plan propoſed by Mr Pitt would be 
ſafe for every claſs and order in the State, more 
eſpecially. for thoſe on whom the dread of inno- 
vation may be ſuppoſed to operate with greateſt 
power. It would be ſafe for the Crown 1 
would 
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would be fafe for the Peerage alſo: it would 
check the tendency to Republican principles ; it 
would reſcind the uſurpations of a factitious, il- 
legal, and ſelf- created Ariſtocracy, which now 
domineers over all the conſtituted Authorities; 
it would reſtore the Peerage to its juſt dignity, 
as the true and honoured Ariſtocracy of the 
land ; and by rendering the Commons Houſe of 
Parliament a fair Repreſentative of the nation, 
it would free the Monarchy from the ſhackles of 
att unconſtitutional cabal, and at once content 
the people, and ſecure the permanence of a 
juſtly-limited monarchical Government. It is a 
plan calculated to avert the impending dangers 
of anarchy and deſpotiſm; to protect, with equal 
energy, the property and the liberty of the coun- 
try; and to preſerve alike the internal peace and 
the conſtitutional rights of the community, under 
the incorruptible guard of a reformed and vir- 


tuous Repreſentation. 
C. WYVILL, 


APPEN. 


APPENDIX. 


Paper I. 


aner from the Rev. C. Wrviis. 40 the Rer. 5 


James WILKINSON, - 


NxzoT's HoTEL, Kang-rrangts $7 Janzs' 15 


| Dec. 9 1784, 
Dear Sir, . 


| Je oe morn 


ſhew you my firſt Letter, in which I gave 
him an account of what pafſed moſt material in 
my converſation with Mr Pitt on Monday. 


appointment, I ſaw him again yeſterday, and had 


another lon ong and vety confidential converſation 
with him. I truſt = think I have not been 


haſty in giving my eſteem to Miniſters, or too 
apt to vouch for the integrity of their inten- 
tions. But, on this occaſion, I feel I ſhould at a 


mean and an ungenerous part if I did not moſt 
explicitly declare, that if I had entertained any 
doubt before, reſpecting Mr Pitt's zeal for the 
public cauſe, which I 3 did not, theſe 


converfations muſt have convinced me of the 


purity of his political character, and his ſincere 
and particular attachment to the cauſe of Parlia- 
mentary Reformation. I have not the ſmalleſt 


doubt 
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doubt that he will exert himſelf to the utmoſt of 
his ſtrength in the approaching Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment, and put forth his whole power and credit 
as a Man and as a Minifter, hone/tly and boldly 
to carry a plan of Reform, by which our liber- 
ties will be placed on à footing of permanent 
ſecurity. I am happy to add, the proſpect of 
ſucceſs is improved beyond our utmoſt expecta- 
tions. 6 | 

In conſequence of this ſecond converſation, the 
idea I expreſſed to Mr Shore, of the propriety, 
and even neceſſity, of a County Meeting for 
Yorkſhire this winter, is much confirmed, It 
is due not only to the public cauſe, and to that 
conſiſtency of character which every man of ho- 
nour wiſhes to preſerve, but in juſtice alſo to a 
Miniſter, who, for the. public good, is reſolved to 
act ſo nobly diſintereſted a part.—I have only 
nme to add, b 


Jam ever, my dear Sir, 
Moſt cordially your's, 
C. WYVILL. 
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Paper II. 
un fron the Rev. C. WvviLL 15 General 
Harn. _ 


Nuzor! 3 Horer, Ki NG-STREET, Sr Janrs's, 
| Dec. ri, 1784. | 


My dear General, 


OTWITHSTANDING « our very * 
diverſity of ſentiment upon one queſtion 
of very inferior moment, I cannot entertain a 
moment's doubt but the intelligence I have to 
communicate will be moſt agreeable to you. 
Before 1 left England, which, for reaſons you 
probably may have heard, I had intended doing 
for ſome months, I thought it due to the com- 
mon cauſe to wait upon Mr Pitt, I ſaw him on 
Monday and Wedneſday laſt: On both thoſe 
days I had much confidential converſation with 
him, reſpecting his ideas of Parliamentary Refor- 
mation, and the moſt ad viſeable means of effect- 
ing it. But, confidential as it was, I think my- 
ſelf authorized to declare to you, that he will 
moſt certainly bring his Propoſitions on early in 
the next Seſſion; that he will ſupport them to 
the utmoſt of his ſtrength, and put forth his 
whole power and credit, as a Man and as a Mi- 
niſter, honeſtly and boldly, to carry ſuch a meli- 
orated ſyſtem of Repreſentation as may place the 
Conſtitution on a footing of permanent ſecurity. 
I am happy to add, that the proſpect of ſucceſs 
is 


a2 


is improved much beyond our moſt ſanguine ex- 
pectations. 

If, in conſequence of this encouraging intelli- 
ence, Gentlemen ſhould think of meeting at 
ork this winter, in order to give their ſupport 

to a meaſure ſo beneficial to the country, I 
ſhould be ſorry to be abſent. Here, therefore, 
I mean to ſtay till the queſtion be aſcertained, 
whether a County Meeting will be held this win- 
ter in Yorkſhire. Before this converſation with 
Mr Pitt, I had uniformly and ſtrenuouſly de- 
clared my opinion to all our friends with whom 
1 had an opportunity to converſe, that after his 
declaration in the Houſe of his intention to agi- 
tate the ſubject this winter, we are bound by 
every tie of public duty and regard to private 
character, and that conſiſtency we all wiſh to 
maintain, to endeavour to. call the County toge- 
ther to ſupport the meaſure; and however irk- 
ſome and inconvenient it may be to me perſon- 
ally to attend, no ſuppoſable degree of fatigue 
or inconvenience ſhall deter me from once more 
Joining thoſe friends, with whom I am proud to 
have acted fo long, in behalf of the common 
cauſe. I beg my beſt compliments to your La- 


i} dies; And am, with great reſpect, | 

1 Dear General, | 

| MES Your moſt fincere and faithful 

iy C | 1 humble ſervant, | 

bl IS 
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Paper III. 


Letter from the Rey. C. WyviLL to Sir THOMAS 
DuxpDas (now Lord Dunpas). 


Nxzor's HoTEL, KING-STREET, St James's, 
ö ; Dec. 20th, 1784. 
Dear Sir, 


FTER having performed, in ſome tolerable 
degree, what my duty to the Yorkſhire 
Committee required, I now take the earlieſt op- 
portunity to communicate. to you the reſult of 
my late interview with Mr Pitt. 

After much converſation on the ſubje& of 
Parliamentary Reformation, he authorized me to 
_ aſſert, that he means to bring that ſubject befote 
the Houſe of Commons as ſoon as poſſible in the 
next Seſſions; that he will ſupport his intended 
propoſitions to the utmoſt of his ſtrength, and 
exert his whole power and credit as a Man and 
as a Miniſter, hone/tly and boldly, to carry ſuch a 
meliorated ſyſtem of Repreſentation, as may 


place the Conſtitution on a footing of permanent 


ſecurity. - 


If the true Britiſh ſpirit of liberty ſhould be 


rouſed in Yorkſhire, as I truſt it will, by a de- 


claration like this, and a County Meeting ſhould 
be called in order to ſupport ſo neceſſary a mea- 
ſure, I truſt we. ſhall have the ſupport of Sir 
Thomas Dundas ; whom I have long confidered 
as one of the moſt zealous and truly diſintereſted 
friends to the propoſed Reform, and by * 
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kind aſſiſtance, principally, that unanimity which 

alone can render fuch a ee effectual may 
be 3 ? 
| I am, dear Sir, ih] I 3 ct., 
IJIJ1/0ꝛu0wOour moſt faithful, le feryant, 


- 
. 1 
- * © 0 
„ 
- * 1 . - " —_ - 4 
wa” *4 ; 7 * a . — wt + 6. +4 
. — *» > . 1 „ 14 1489 nenn = 
by f 4 * 
v " * 7 5 89 has 46 27 „ F 4 
4 . to 8 4 
—_ # + — 1 £ 4 . 
- o . « 
FINIS. . 
MN 4 
% : I 
- Oo _ - * - 4 1 
* 
1 n - 
1 
- 
1 „ 11 — 
- 
\ 
. - . 
» 4 
p _ a 
1% * a 
P 
p 0 ww E Py * > fo tr 
9 
Bo + 5 # ©, 95) OP * : 
» -s 4 - * - s 0 * ks & 
9 
* r 
* * „ % 
* — 
| 
| 
- Ca 
- 
* 
\ - 
4 \ 
}. 2667 5 
1 * I 
2 
B23 
* 
* * 
' i 131 
a. . +% 4% 5 
2 6 N I = . — 
— 7 N. 2 
: n 
— 4 4 Ls 4 
* T's — » ©} 
1 o . o 
* , 4 
, 3 
ry 
5 & 
: 
Z 14 
— 
* } 
= 


—— — 2 — — —— 
r ... w ˙ A 
— . — 2 — 


— — — 


